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 The Tamaqua Borough Council held its first Regular Council Meeting for the month of 

December on Tuesday, December 16, 2025 at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers at the Tamaqua 

Municipal Building, 320 East Broad Street, Tamaqua, PA. 

 Present were Councilmembers Robert Amentler, Ronald Bowman, Brian Connely, Kathy 

Kunkel, Mary Linkevich, and Ritchie Linkhorst.  Absent was councilmember Jay Hollenbach.  

Officials present were Mayor Nathan Gerace, Chief of Police Michael Hobbs, Borough Manager 

Kevin Steigerwalt, Public Works Director Jay Stidham, Solicitor Anthony Odorizzi, and Borough 

Secretary/Treasurer Amy Macalush.  

The meeting was called to order by President Connely.  The invocation was given by 

Councilwoman Linkevich followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.  The roll was called with six 

councilmembers present and one absent. 

President Connely announced that an executive session was held prior to the meeting to 

discuss legal and personnel matters.   

The reading of the minutes of the Regular Council Meeting held on November 18, 2025 

was ordered suspended, and with no additions or corrections, the minutes were approved as 

written on motion of Bowman, seconded by Linkevich, and unanimously approved. 

Communication was received from Joseph Salla of 204 Owl Creek Road expressing his 

concern with unregistered, uninspected, inoperable and dismantled vehicles on a neighboring 

property.  It was noted that the issue was addressed and the property owner was cited.  

Communication was received from Jess Umbenhauer of Helping Harvest asking for 

permission to hold the Mobile Market food distribution for 2026 on the following dates at the 

Dutch Hill baseball field: January 5, February 2, March 2, April 6, May 4, June 1, July 6, August 

3, September 1, October 5, November 2 and December 7.  A recommendation was made to 

approve the Helping Harvest Mobile Market food distribution for 2026 on the dates requested. 

There was no one from the floor wishing to address council about this matter.  The 

recommendation was so ordered on motion of Bowman, seconded by Kunkel, and unanimously 

approved. 

Communication was received from Aimee Dotson of The Tamaqua Chamber of 

Commerce requesting permission for Pizza Plant to operate their food truck on the Railroad Street 

Parking Lot on a limited, seasonal basis and during times when the Station Restaurant is not open.  

After some discussion regarding parking spaces, permits and fees, a recommendation was made to 

refer the matter to the Parking and Traffic Committee.  There was no one from the floor wishing to 

address council about this matter.  The recommendation was so ordered on motion of Kunkel, 

seconded by Linkevich, and unanimously approved. 

Communication was received from Betsy Melnick of 410 Washington Street, stating she is 

resigning as Borough Auditor for her current term which will expire in 2027.  Ms. Melnick will 

serve as Borough Auditor for the new 6-year year term to which she was elected in November.  A 

recommendation was made to accept the resignation of Betsy Melnick as Borough Auditor for her 

current term which will expire in 2027.  There was no one from the floor wishing to address 

council about this matter.  The recommendation was so ordered on motion of Bowman, seconded 

by Amentler, and unanimously approved. 
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Communication was received from Michael Polyak of 409 North Railroad Street, stating 

he is withdrawing from the Borough Auditor position to which he was elected in November.  Mr. 

Polyak stated he is interested in serving as Borough Auditor for the unexpired term of Betsy 

Melnick.  A recommendation was made to appoint Michael Polyak to the borough auditor position 

recently held by Betsy Melnick, which will expire in 2027.  There was no one from the floor 

wishing to address council about this matter.  The recommendation was so ordered on motion of 

Bowman, seconded by Linkevich, and unanimously approved. 

Communication was received from Secretary/Treasurer Amy Macalush asking council to 

consider a motion to open an escrow account for fire loss insurance proceeds received for the 

property at 240 Cedar Street.  A recommendation was made to open a new escrow account for the 

fire insurance proceeds received for the property at 240 Cedar Street.  There was no one from the 

floor wishing to address council about this matter.  The recommendation was so ordered on 

motion of Bowman, seconded by Kunkel, and unanimously approved. 

Communication was received from Secretary/Treasurer Amy Macalush informing borough 

council that the 2026 Minimum Municipal Obligation (MMO) has been revised for the Police 

Employees Pension Plan and the Non-Uniformed Employees Pension Plan, as a result of the 

January 1, 2025 actuarial valuations.  The revised 2026 MMO for the Police Employees Pension 

Plan is $231,221 and the revised MMO for the Non-Uniformed Employees Pension Plan is 

$46,805. A recommendation was made to approve the revised 2026 certifications for the Police 

Employees Pension Plan and the Non-Uniformed Employees Pension Plan.  There was no one 

from the floor wishing to address council about this matter.  The recommendation was so ordered 

on motion of Bowman, and Linkevich and unanimously approved. 

Manager Steigerwalt reported on the 2026 Street Materials bid results. Manager 

Steigerwalt stated that there were three bidders and that he provided council with a bid results 

worksheet. It was noted that due to the difference in mileage and travel time to each plant or 

quarry, the lowest per ton bid is not always the lowest price. The low bidders are marked in bold 

type as follows:  

800 tons Superpave Asphalt Warm Mix Wearing Coarse (pickup) Lehigh Asphalt, Tamaqua, PA $ 59,600.00 

800 tons Superpave Asphalt Warm Mix Wearing Coarse (delivery) Lehigh Asphalt, Tamaqua, PA $ 67,600.00 

30 tons Superpave Asphalt Warm Mix Any Wearing Coarse(pickup)Lehigh Asphalt, Tamaqua, PA $ 2,235.00 

100 tons Superpave Asphalt Warm Mix Base Coarse (pickup) Lehigh Asphalt, Tamaqua, PA $ 6,100.00 

100 tons Superpave Asphalt Warm Mix Base Coarse (delivery) Lehigh Asphalt, Tamaqua, PA $ 7,100.00 

100 tons PaDOT OK Cold Patch (pickup) New Enterprise Stone, Winfield PA $ 15,000.00 

100 tons PaDOT OK Cold Patch (delivery) Hei-Way LLC, Sarver, PA $ 15,200.00 

750 tons Anti-skid AS3 (pickup) Lehigh Asphalt, Tamaqua, PA $ 12,862.50 

750 tons Anti-skid AS3 (delivery) Lehigh Asphalt, Tamaqua, PA $ 18,037.50  

100 tons #57 stone (pickup) Lehigh Asphalt, Tamaqua, PA $ 1,795.00 

100 tons #57 stone (delivery) Lehigh Asphalt, Tamaqua, PA $ 2,485.00 

200 tons #8 stone (pickup) Lehigh Asphalt, Tamaqua, PA $ 4,890.00 

200 tons #8 stone (delivery) Lehigh Asphalt, Tamaqua, PA $ 6,270.00 

 

A recommendation was made to award the 2026 Street Materials based on the 

recommendations of the Borough Manager.  There was no one from the floor wishing to address 

council about this matter.  The recommendation was so ordered on motion of Bowman, seconded 

by Linkevich, and unanimously approved. 

Manager Steigerwalt discussed a resolution approving a price adjustment for bituminous 

materials for 2026.  The following resolution was presented for council’s consideration: 
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RESOLUTION NO. 2025-10 

PRICE ADJUSTMENT OF BITUMINOUS MATERIALS 

FOR SMALL QUANTITIES 

A recommendation was made to adopt the foregoing resolution.  There was no one from 

the floor wishing to address council about this matter.  The recommendation was so ordered on 

motion of Bowman, seconded by Linkevich, and approved by a unanimous roll call vote. 

Manager Steigerwalt reported on the new pool construction bid opening results from 

November 25, 2025 as follows: four bids were received for the construction of a new pool; the 

lowest bidder is Multiscape, Inc with a base bid of $3,663,000.00.  A recommendation was made 

to award the contract for the new pool construction to Multiscape, Inc at a base bid of 

$3,663,000.00.  It was noted that alternates can be added if funds are available.  There was no one 

from the floor wishing to address council about this matter.  The recommendation was so ordered 

on motion of Bowman, seconded by Kunkel and unanimously approved. 

Manager Steigerwalt also reminded residents of the schedule change for garbage collection 

due to the holiday. 

Under the Finance, Wage and Salary Committee report, a recommendation was made to  

adopt the 2026 Budget. The summary of the proposed budget is as follows:  

Proposed 2026 Budget Summary 

   Estimated balance January 1, 2026   $    8,657,800 

   Estimated revenues     $  12,294,636 

   Estimated expenditures    $ (14,015,895) 

 Estimated balance December 31, 2026 $    6,936,541 

There was no one from the floor wishing to address council about this matter. The 

recommendation was so ordered on motion of Bowman, seconded by Kunkel, and unanimously 

approved.  

Under the Finance, Wage and Salary Committee report, a recommendation was made to 

adopt the 2026 Tax Ordinance setting the real estate tax rate at 4.75 mills with 4.48 mills for 

General Purposes, 0.2 mill for the Building and Equipment Fund, 0.05 mill for the Wabash Capital 

Improvement Fund and 0.02 mill for the Street Light Fund was presented for council’s 

consideration: 

ORDINANCE NO. 753 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF TAMAQUA, 

COUNTY OF SCHUYLKILL, COMMONWEALTH OF 

PENNSYLVANIA, FIXING THE TAX RATE 

 FOR THE YEAR 2026. 

Mills on Each Dollar of 

Assessed Valuation 

  Tax Rate for General Purposes       4.48 Mills 

  Tax Rate for Building and Equipment Purposes     0.20 Mill 

Tax Rate for Wabash Improvement Fund Purposes     0.05 Mill 

Tax Rate for Street Light Fund Purposes      0.02 Mill 

  Total           4.75 Mills 

 A recommendation was made to adopt the foregoing 2026 tax ordinance.  There was no 

one from the floor wishing to address council about this matter.  The recommendation was so 

ordered on motion of Bowman, seconded by Kunkel and approved by a unanimous roll call vote. 
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Under the Finance, Wage and Salary Committee report, a recommendation was made to 

hire John Hutta and Chris Wagner as Street Maintenance Workers at a pay rate of $27.00/hr. There 

was no one from the floor wishing to address council about this matter.  The recommendation was 

so ordered on motion of Bowman, seconded by Linkevich and unanimously approved. 

Under the Finance, Wage and Salary Committee report, a recommendation was made to 

amend the agenda to include a motion to adopt a resolution approving employee wages and 

benefits.  The recommendation was so ordered on motion of Bowman, seconded by Linkhorst and 

unanimously approved.  

Under the Finance, Wage and Salary Committee report, the following resolution was 

presented for council’s consideration: 

RESOLUTION NO. 2025-11 

APPROVING EMPLOYEE WAGES AND BENEFITS 

A recommendation was made to adopt the foregoing resolution. There was no one from the 

floor wishing to address council about this matter. The recommendation was so ordered on motion 

of Bowman, seconded by Linkhorst, and approved by a unanimous roll call vote. 

Under the Finance, Wage and Salary Committee report, a recommendation was made to 

approve a Change Order in the amount of $3,731.80 for additional demolition work at the 

Tamaqua Police Station & Community Center Project. The recommendation was so ordered on 

motion of Bowman, seconded by Linkevich, and the motion failed by a 0-6 vote with all 

councilmembers opposed.  

Mayor Gerace expressed his gratitude for the opportunity to work with council, the police 

department and all borough staff, and to the Tamaqua community for their support during his time 

serving as Mayor.  

The meeting was opened to the floor. 

Gregory Kurtz of 119 Klinger Drive, Sugarloaf, presented Council with information 

regarding his business, Advanced Code Consultants.  The firm provides code, zoning, rental and 

associated municipal services.   

Linda Miller of 447 Willing Street asked if handicapped parking spaces would be 

exclusive to the people paying for them.  Councilwoman Kunkel stated that handicapped parking 

spaces will remain available to anyone with a handicapped license plate or placard.  Ms. Miller 

also asked if the borough is reading the water meters and questioned the usage rates.  Public 

Works Director Stidham stated that the water department is reading the meters and the flat rate is 

$102.00 per quarter for 6,000 gallons of water. 

Jen Clinton of New Ringgold asked if the borough would be interested in leasing land for 

the development of an agricultural charter school for grades 9 – 12.  There was some discussion 

about this matter.  

With no one else wishing to address council, the meeting was closed to the floor.  

A recommendation was made to accept and file the various reports of borough officials. 

There was no one from the floor wishing to address council about this matter.  The 

recommendation was so ordered on motion of Bowman, seconded by Kunkel and unanimously 

approved. 
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Under Unfinished business, President Connely asked about the demolition of the property 

at 401 Willing Street and if there were any issues.  Public Works Director Stidham stated that the 

contractor is on site and project is ongoing.  

Under New Business, a recommendation was made to amend the agenda to include a 

motion to approve the schedule of regular meetings of Council, Boards, Commissions, Authorities 

and special committees for 2026.  There was no one from the floor wishing to address council 

about this matter.  The recommendation was so ordered on motion of Kunkel, seconded by 

Linkevich, and unanimously approved. 

Under New Business, a recommendation was made to approve the schedule of regular 

meetings of Council, Boards, Commissions, Authorities and special committees for 2026.  There 

was no one from the floor wishing to address council about this matter.  The recommendation was 

so ordered on motion of Kunkel, seconded by Linkevich, and unanimously approved. 

A recommendation was made to pay all properly approved bills and claims against the 

borough. There was no one from the floor wishing to address council about this matter.  The 

recommendation was so ordered on motion of Bowman, seconded by Kunkel, and unanimously 

approved. 

Under Special Business, President Connely presented appreciation awards to outgoing 

officials, Mayor Gerace and councilmembers Mary Linkevich and Ritchie Linkhorst on behalf of 

the Tamaqua Borough Council.   

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at approximately 7:45 p.m. on 

motion of Bowman, seconded by Linkevich, to meet again at the call of the President. 

 

ATTEST: 

 

___________________________________________ 

Amy Macalush, Borough Secretary/Treasurer 

 

 

 

 


