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 The Tamaqua Borough Council held its first Regular Council Meeting for the month of 

November on Tuesday, November 18, 2025 at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers at the Tamaqua 

Municipal Building, 320 East Broad Street, Tamaqua, PA. 

 Present were Councilmembers Robert Amentler, Ronald Bowman, Brian Connely, Jay 

Hollenbach, Kathy Kunkel, Mary Linkevich, and Ritchie Linkhorst.  Officials present were Mayor 

Nathan Gerace, Chief of Police Michael Hobbs, Borough Manager Kevin Steigerwalt, Public 

Works Director Jay Stidham, Solicitor Anthony Odorizzi, Fire Chief James Connely and Borough 

Secretary/Treasurer Amy Macalush.  

The meeting was called to order by President Connely.  The invocation was given by 

Councilwoman Linkevich followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.  The roll was called with all 

councilmembers present. 

The reading of the minutes of the Regular Council Meeting held on October 21, 2025 was 

ordered suspended, and with no additions or corrections, the minutes were approved as written on 

motion of Bowman, seconded by Kunkel, and unanimously approved. 

Communication was received from Jody Kellner, Owner of Tink’s Antiques, requesting 

permission to close South Railroad Street from Cottage Avenue to the south end of the library on 

December 6, 2025 for their annual Christmas Market.  There was no one from the floor wishing to 

address council about this matter.  The recommendation was so ordered on motion of Bowman, 

seconded by Hollenbach, and unanimously approved. 

Communication was received from David Clemson announcing his resignation from the 

Tamaqua Zoning Board effective December 31, 2025.  There was no one from the floor wishing to 

address council about this matter.  The recommendation was so ordered on motion of Bowman, 

seconded by Kunkel, and unanimously approved. 

 Communications were received for the following reappointments whose terms will expire 

on January 1, 2026: Kelly Gerber to a five-year term on the Tamaqua Board of Health; Karl 

Smulligan to a five-year term on the Tamaqua Zoning/Hearing Board; William Kennedy to a 

three-year term on the Historic Architectural Review Commission; Michael McGinley to a three-

year term on the Historic Architectural Review Commission; Mark Conville to a four-year term on 

the Tamaqua Planning Commission; Richard Hadesty to a five-year term on the Tamaqua 

Community Revitalization and Improvement Zone Authority; Daniel Yelito to a five-year term on 

the Tamaqua Community Revitalization and Improvement Zone Authority; Richard Hadesty to a 

five-year term on the Tamaqua Borough Authority and David Ceci to a five-year term on the 

Tamaqua Area Water Authority. A recommendation was made to approve the foregoing 

reappointments. There was no one from the floor wishing to address council about this matter. The 

recommendation was so ordered on motion of Bowman, seconded by Amentler, and unanimously 

approved. 

Manager Steigerwalt reported on a job vacancy in the Water Distribution Department and 

in the Street Department that was posted in-house.  Robert Filloy and Brian Clouser applied for 

the vacant position in the Water Distribution Department.  A recommendation was made to 

approve the transfer of Robert Filloy from the Street Department to the Water Distribution 

Department as soon as the Street Department vacancy is filled. There was no one from the floor 
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wishing to address council about this matter. The recommendation was so ordered on motion of 

Bowman, seconded by Hollenbach, and unanimously approved.  

Manager Steigerwalt also reported that he and councilmembers Kathy Kunkel and Jay 

Hollenbach met with a representative from Northeastern Pennsylvania Alliance (NEPA) to discuss 

ideas on how to improve traffic conditions throughout the town. It was suggested that the borough 

consider applying for a Green Light-Go program grant administered by PennDOT.  A 

recommendation was made to authorize Manager Steigerwalt and the borough engineer to apply 

for the Green Light-Go program grant administered by PennDOT.  There was no one from the 

floor wishing to address council about this matter.  The recommendation was so ordered on 

motion of Kunkel, seconded by Linkevich, and unanimously approved. 

Manager Steigerwalt also reported on the following: the first draft of the 2026 budget is 

completed; bids for construction of the new pool are due on November 25th; the new police station 

and community center project is progressing; demolition of the property at 401 Willing Street 

started today; and replacement windows were ordered for the South Ward Playground.  

President Connely announced that an executive session was held prior to the meeting to 

discuss legal and personnel matters.  

Under the Public Safety Committee report, a recommendation was made to approve a 

request to send Sergeant Thomas Rodgers to a High-Impact Supervision training in Hazleton, PA 

on Jan 20-22, 2026 at a cost of $569.00.  There was no one from the floor wishing to address 

council about this matter.  The recommendation was so ordered on motion of Linkhorst, seconded 

by Kunkel, and unanimously approved. 

Under the Finance, Wage and Salary Committee report, a recommendation was made to 

tentatively adopt and advertise the 2026 Budget.  There was no one from the floor wishing to 

address council about this matter.  The recommendation was so ordered on motion of Bowman, 

seconded by Kunkel, and unanimously approved. 

Under the Finance, Wage and Salary Committee report, Chairman Bowman stated he had 

an ordinance establishing sewer rentals or charges to provide sufficient funds to pay the debt 

service for the Wastewater Treatment Plant Project to present for Council’s consideration: 

ORDINANCE NO. 752 

 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF TAMAQUA, SCHUYLKILL COUNTY, 

PENNSYLVANIA, REVISING AND AMENDING CHAPTER 260 (“SEWERS AND 

SEWAGE DISPOSAL”),  SECTION 260-29 (“SEWER RENTALS AND CHARGES”), OF 

THE BOROUGH OF TAMAQUA CODE OF ORDINANCES ESTABLISHING SEWER 

RENTALS AND CHARGES TO INCREASE THE SEWER RENTAL OR CHARGE FOR 

DWELLING UNITS TO $150.00 PER QUARTER BEGINNING DECEMBER 1, 2025 AND 

TO $170.00 PER QUARTER BEGINNING DECEMBER 1, 2027. 
 

A recommendation was made to adopt the foregoing ordinance. There was no one from the 

floor wishing to address council about this matter. The recommendation was so ordered on motion 

of Bowman, seconded by Kunkel, and approved by a unanimous roll call vote. 

Under the Finance, Wage and Salary Committee report, a recommendation was made 

amend the agenda to include a motion to prepare and advertise an ordinance setting the 2026 real 

estate tax rate at 4.75 mills with 4.48 mills for General Purposes, 0.20 mill for the Building and 

Equipment Fund, 0.05 mill for the Wabash Capital Improvement Fund and 0.02 mill for the Street 
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Light Fund. There was no one from the floor wishing to address council about this matter. The 

recommendation was so ordered on motion of Bowman, seconded by Kunkel, and unanimously 

approved. 

Under the Finance, Wage and Salary Committee report, a recommendation was made to 

prepare and advertise an ordinance setting the 2026 real estate tax rate at 4.75 mills with 4.48 mills 

for General Purposes, 0.20 mill for the Building and Equipment Fund, 0.05 mill for the Wabash 

Capital Improvement Fund and 0.02 mill for the Street Light Fund. There was no one from the 

floor wishing to address council about this matter. The recommendation was so ordered on motion 

of Bowman, seconded by Kunkel, and unanimously approved. 

Under the Finance, Wage and Salary Committee report, a recommendation was made to 

amend the agenda to include a motion to advertise for full-time street maintenance workers.  There 

was no one from the floor wishing to address council about this matter. The recommendation was 

so ordered on motion of Bowman, seconded by Kunkel, and unanimously approved. 

Under the Finance, Wage and Salary Committee report, a recommendation was made to 

advertise for full-time street maintenance workers. There was no one from the floor wishing to 

address council about this matter. The recommendation was so ordered on motion of Bowman, 

seconded by Kunkel, and unanimously approved. 

Mayor Gerace asked council to consider increasing the borough’s annual appropriation for 

the Tamaqua Senior Citizens Group from $2,500 to $5,000 to help with expenses until the new 

community center is completed. Mayor Gerace also asked for ideas or suggestions as to how to 

draw a stronger turnout for the Veterans Day Parade.   

The meeting was opened to the floor. 

Tom Williams of 232 Spruce Street asked about the replacement windows for the 

Southward Playground.  Mr. Williams also asked for clarification on the fire department’s parade 

policy.  Mr. Williams stated that the fire department declined a request to participate in a parade to 

honor the Tamaqua Youth Football League Championship win.  Mr. Williams added that this was 

only the second time in 30 years the team has won the championship.  President Connely stated 

that his understanding is the policy was decided between the chiefs and was held to high school 

championship level and with advanced notice.  Tamaqua Fire Chief James Connely stated that the 

policy was formed with input from the chiefs from each fire company, and they feel that parade 

participation is a pull on a volunteer’s time, when they are already being pulled for training, 

fundraising and for calls.   President Connely added that liability issues can occur if somebody 

would get hurt. Council recognized Tom Schlorf of 224 Orwigsburg Street, who stated that the 

parade policy wasn’t new and started back when he was fire chief.  Mr. Schlorf stated that the 

parades were held to district championships and with 24-hour notice.  Council recognized Mark 

Bower of 213 Spruce Street and South Ward Fire Chief, who offered a detailed report on the 

volunteer hours, calls and expenses incurred by the fire companies.   

Edith Trevorah of 316 Columbia Street asked if the demolition of the property at 401 

Willing Street would affect the corner of Elizabeth Street and Glenwood Avenue.  Manager 

Steigerwalt said it would not affect the corner of Elizabeth Street and Glenwood Avenue. 

Jack Sakusky of 331 Owl Creek Road asked if more deer crossing signs could be placed 

along Owl Creek Road.  
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Linda Miller of 447 Willing Street asked for permission to take some of the excess dirt 

from behind the Dutch Hill baseball field to fill in some holes by her garage.  Public Works 

Director Stidham will take care of the matter.  

 With no one else wishing to address council, the meeting was closed to the floor.  

A recommendation was made to accept and file the various reports of borough officials. 

There was no one from the floor wishing to address council about this matter.  The 

recommendation was so ordered on motion of Bowman, seconded by Linkevich and unanimously 

approved. 

Under Unfinished business, Public Works Director Stidham reported that water line boring 

work started on Greenwood Street.   

A recommendation was made to pay all properly approved bills and claims against the 

borough. There was no one from the floor wishing to address council about this matter.  The 

recommendation was so ordered on motion of Bowman, seconded by Kunkel, and unanimously 

approved. 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at approximately 7:40 p.m. on 

motion of Bowman, seconded by Kunkel, to meet again at the call of the President. 

 

ATTEST: 

 

___________________________________________ 

Amy Macalush, Borough Secretary/Treasurer 

 

 

 

 


