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 The Tamaqua Borough Council held its second Regular Council Meeting for the month of 

October on Tuesday, October 21, 2025 at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers at the Tamaqua 

Municipal Building, 320 East Broad Street, Tamaqua, PA. 

 Present were Councilmembers Robert Amentler, Ronald Bowman, Brian Connely, Kathy 

Kunkel, and Mary Linkevich.  Absent were Councilmembers Ritchie Linkhorst and Jay 

Hollenbach.  Officials present were Mayor Nathan Gerace, Chief of Police Michael Hobbs, 

Borough Manager Kevin Steigerwalt, Public Works Director Jay Stidham, and Borough 

Secretary/Treasurer Amy Macalush.  

The meeting was called to order by President Connely.  The invocation was given by 

Councilwoman Linkevich followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.  The roll was called with five  

councilmembers present and two absent. 

President Connely announced that an executive session was held prior to the meeting to 

discuss legal matters.  

The reading of the minutes of the Regular Council Meeting held on October 7, 2025 was 

ordered suspended, and with no additions or corrections, the minutes were approved as written on 

motion of Bowman, seconded by Linkevich, and unanimously approved. 

Manager Steigerwalt reported on the Heating Oil Contract bid opening results from 

October 20, 2025. Fegley Oil Company was the only bidder with a fixed price of $2.499 per 

gallon and a floating price at $0.06 per gallon.  A recommendation was made to award the contract 

for No. 2 Heating Oil to Fegley Oil Company at a fixed price of $2.499 per gallon and a floating 

price of $0.06 per gallon..  There was no one from the floor wishing to address council about this 

matter.  The recommendation was so ordered on motion of Bowman, seconded by Kunkel, and 

unanimously approved. 

Manager Steigerwalt also reported on the following:  a pre bid meeting for the new pool 

construction; bids for new pool construction are due November 25th; estimated completion date of 

the new pool is October 2026; and work at the new police station will start soon.  

Public Works Director Stidham reported on the paving project on Lafayette Street, Hegarty 

Avenue and Glenwood Avenue.  Public Works Director Stidham stated that milling will start 

tomorrow, paving on Thursday and Friday and that the roads will be closed.  

Manager Steigerwalt also reported that trash placed in drums will no longer be collected by 

the borough’s trash collector, Casella Waste Systems. Manager Steigerwalt stated that drums are 

not permitted in the current contract.  Public Works Director Stidham stated that there is a weight 

limit of 50 lbs. for garbage and that containers should be 35 gallons or less. Manager Steigerwalt 

also stated that anyone who enters the fenced area at the Tamaqua Transfer Station must wear a 

hard hat and safety vest for safety reasons.  Council recognized resident Linda Miller who asked if 

the garbage cans must have lids.  Councilman Bowman stated that the containers do not have to 

have lids.  

Under the Parking and Traffic Committee report, a recommendation was made to approve 

a handicapped parking space application for 412 North Elizabeth Street.  There was no one from 

the floor wishing to address council about this matter.  The recommendation was so ordered on 

motion of Kunkel, seconded by Amentler, and unanimously approved. 
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Mayor Gerace announced that Trick or Treat night will be held on October 25th from 6:00 

p.m. to 8:00 p.m., the Halloween parade is scheduled for October 28th, and the Veterans parade is 

scheduled for November 8th.  

Under the Recreation and Youth Committee report, Councilwoman Linkevich reported that 

the South Ward Playground is currently locked due to vandalism. 

The meeting was opened to the floor. 

Jack Sakusky of 331 Owl Creek Road thanked the borough crew for cutting the overgrown 

brush on Owl Creek Road and asked about the removal of two drums at Owl Creek Playground.  

Public Works Director Stidham stated that the drums were being replaced with toters.  Mr. 

Sakusky also asked when the contract with the borough’s current trash collector will end. Manager 

Steigerwalt stated that the contract will expire on June 30, 2027.  

 With no one else wishing to address council, the meeting was closed to the floor.  

A recommendation was made to accept and file the various reports of borough officials. 

There was no one from the floor wishing to address council about this matter.  The 

recommendation was so ordered on motion of Bowman, seconded by Kunkel and unanimously 

approved. 

Under Unfinished business, Councilwoman Kunkle asked Council to reconsider allowing 

exclusive use of a handicapped parking space to the people paying for them.  The matter was 

referred to Solicitor Odorizzi for review. 

A recommendation was made to pay all properly approved bills and claims against the 

borough. There was no one from the floor wishing to address council about this matter.  The 

recommendation was so ordered on motion of Bowman, seconded by Kunkel, and unanimously 

approved. 

Under New Business, a recommendation was made to amend the agenda to include a 

motion to authorize the Borough Solicitor to participate in the appeal process related to Tamaqua 

Mart LLC.  There was no one from the floor wishing to address council about this matter.  The 

recommendation was so ordered on motion of Bowman, seconded by Kunkel, and unanimously 

approved. 

Under New Business, a recommendation was made to authorize the Borough Solicitor to 

participate in the appeal process related to Tamaqua Mart LLC.  There was no one from the floor 

wishing to address council about this matter.  The recommendation was so ordered on motion of 

Bowman, seconded by Kunkel, and unanimously approved. 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at approximately 7:20 p.m. on 

motion of Bowman, seconded by Kunkel, to meet again at the call of the President. 

 

ATTEST: 

 

___________________________________________ 

Amy Macalush, Borough Secretary/Treasurer 

 

 

 

 


