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 The Tamaqua Borough Council held its first Regular Council Meeting for the month of 

March on Tuesday, March 3, 2026 at 7:00 p.m. in Council Chambers at the Tamaqua Municipal 

Building, 320 East Broad Street, Tamaqua, PA. 

 Present were Councilmembers Robert Amentler, Ronald Bowman, George Haldeman, 

Jay Hollenbach, Kathy Kunkel and Kyle Oliphant.  Absent was Councilman Brian Connely.  

Officials present were Mayor David Clemson, Chief of Police Michael Hobbs, Borough Manager 

Kevin Steigerwalt, Public Works Director Jay Stidham, Solicitor Anthony Odorizzi and Borough 

Secretary/Treasurer Amy Macalush. 

 The meeting was called to order by Vice President Bowman.  The invocation was given 

by Councilwoman Kunkel followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.  The roll was called with six 

councilmembers present and one absent. 

 The reading of the minutes of the Regular Council Meeting held on February 17, 2026 

was ordered suspended, and with no additions or corrections, the minutes were approved as 

written on motion of Kunkel, second by Hollenbach, and unanimously approved. 

 Communication was received from Kelly Gerber announcing her resignation from the 

Board of Health effective immediately.  A recommendation was made to accept the resignation 

of Kelly Gerber from the Board of Health.  There was no one from the floor wishing to address 

council about this matter. The recommendation was so ordered on motion of Amentler, seconded 

by Kunkel, and unanimously approved. 

 Communication was received from Zachary Kindt expressing his interest in a vacant 

position on the Civil Service Commission. A recommendation was made to appoint Zachary 

Kindt to the Civil Service Commission. There was no one from the floor wishing to address 

council about this matter. The recommendation was so ordered on motion of Amentler, seconded 

by Haldeman, and unanimously approved. 

  Communication was received from David J. Meredith, adjutant of the C.H. Berry Post 

No. 173 of The American Legion, requesting permission to hold the annual Memorial Day 

Parade on May 25, 2026 beginning at 10:00 a.m. A recommendation was made to grant the 

request. There was no one from the floor wishing to address council about this matter. The 

recommendation was so ordered on motion of Hollenbach, seconded by Kunkel, and 

unanimously approved. 

 Communication was received from Peter B. Van Dolsen expressing his interest in a 

position on the Civil Service Commission. A recommendation was made to appoint Peter B. Van 

Dolsen to the Civil Service Commission. There was no one from the floor wishing to address 

council about this matter. The recommendation was so ordered on motion of Hollenbach, 

seconded by Haldeman, and unanimously approved. 

 Communication was received from Ray Swartz, Secretary of American Hose Co. No. 1, 

requesting permission to close Pine Street from East Broad Street up to the intersection of Mauch 

Chunk Street on Saturday, August 1, 2026 from 8:00 a.m. to 11:00 p.m. for their one-day food 

truck fundraiser.  A recommendation was made to grant the request.  There was no one from the 

floor wishing to address council about this matter. The recommendation was so ordered on 

motion of Kunkel, seconded by Haldeman, and unanimously approved. 
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 Communication was received from Beth Solt, Secretary of East End Fire Co., requesting 

permission to post no parking signs on the 500 block of East Broad Street on Saturday, June 13, 

2026 for their fire truck parade.  The communication also requested the closure of Columbia 

Street from Broad Street to East End Avenue and East End Avenue from Wednesday, June 10th 

to Saturday, June 13th, and for a dump truck for the weekend for trash removal. A motion was 

made by Hollenbach, seconded by Oliphant to grant the requests.  After some discussion 

regarding the street closures and the dates requested, the motion and second were rescinded.  A 

recommendation was made to refer the matter to the Parking & Traffic Committee for further 

information on the request. There was no one from the floor wishing to address council about 

this matter. The recommendation was so ordered on motion of Kunkel, seconded by Amentler, 

and unanimously approved. 

Manager Steigerwalt reported on the following: the Notice to Proceed letter was issued to 

the contractor for the new pool construction; upgrades to the sewer plant, the new police station 

project and the stormwater main project are ongoing; the next payment for the shared police 

service agreement with Coaldale Borough is due soon; updating the fire code and property 

maintenance code to 2021 versions; and fundraisers planned for Liberty Tree Park and a 250th 

birthday celebration, including a ceremony on July 4th at the park. 

Manager Steigerwalt also requested an executive session prior to adjournment to discuss 

personnel matters. 

Under the Parking & Traffic Committee report, Chairman Haldeman provided an update 

on the Green Light-Go Program Grant.  A recommendation was made to amend the agenda to 

include a motion to proceed with a Green Light-Go Program application. There was no one from 

the floor wishing to address council about this matter. The recommendation was so ordered on 

motion of Haldeman, seconded by Kunkel, and unanimously approved. 

Under the Parking & Traffic Committee report, a recommendation was made to proceed 

with a Green Light-Go Program application. There was no one from the floor wishing to address 

council about this matter. The recommendation was so ordered on motion of Haldeman, 

seconded by Kunkel, and unanimously approved. 

Under the Finance, Wage and Salary Committee report, Councilwoman Kunkel reported 

that she had a Fee Schedule resolution to present for council’s consideration: 

RESOLUTION NO. 2026-3 

BOROUGH OF TAMAQUA 

FEE SCHEDULE RESOLUTION 

A recommendation was made to adopt the foregoing resolution.  There was no one from 

the floor wishing to address council about this matter.  The recommendation was so ordered on 

motion of Kunkel, seconded by Amentler and approved by a unanimous roll call vote. 

Under the Neighborhoods, Downtown and Historic District Committee report, a 

recommendation was made to issue a Certificate of Appropriateness to install two new signs on 

the building at 101 Market Street.  There was no one from the floor wishing to address council 

about this matter.  The recommendation was so ordered on motion of Oliphant, seconded by 

Kunkel, and unanimously approved. 
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Under the Neighborhoods, Downtown and Historic District Committee report, a 

recommendation was made to issue a Certificate of Appropriateness to install a new sign on the 

building at 20 Mauch Chunk Street.  There was no one from the floor wishing to address council 

about this matter.  The recommendation was so ordered on motion of Oliphant, seconded by 

Kunkel, and unanimously approved.  

Under the Police & Community Building Committee report, a recommendation was made 

to approve Change Orders #3 through #8 for changes to the scope of work at the new Police 

Station and Community Center Project.  There was no one from the floor wishing to address 

council about this matter.  The recommendation was so ordered on motion of Kunkel, seconded 

by Amentler, and unanimously approved. 

Mayor Clemson requested an executive session prior to adjournment to discuss personnel 

matters. 

The meeting was opened to the floor.  

Carl Rehatchek of 517 Brew Street addressed his concern with cars parking on the 

sidewalk in front of Hegarty Towers.  Police Chief Hobbs will look into the matter.  Mr. 

Rehatchek also stated that there is always a pile of garbage blocking the sidewalk at a property 

on Schuylkill Avenue.  The matter will be referred to Code Enforcement.  Mr. Rehatchek also 

expressed concern with cars parking on the sidewalk at a lot on Biddle Street.  Police Chief 

Hobbs will handle the matter. 

With no one else wishing to address council, the meeting was closed to the floor.  

A recommendation was made to hold an executive session to discuss personnel matters.  

There was no one from the floor wishing to address council about this matter.  The 

recommendation was so ordered on motion of Kunkel, seconded by Hollenbach, and 

unanimously approved. 

The council meeting was recessed at approximately 7:25 p.m. while council met in 

executive session.  

The council meeting was reconvened at approximately 8:10 p.m. 

Vice President Bowman announced that an executive session was held to discuss 

personnel matters. 

A recommendation was made to amend the agenda to include a motion to take the 

necessary steps to settle litigation. There was no one from the floor wishing to address council 

about this matter.  The recommendation was so ordered on motion of Kunkel, seconded by 

Hollenbach, and unanimously approved. 

A recommendation was made to take the necessary steps to settle litigation. There was no 

one from the floor wishing to address council about this matter.  The recommendation was so 

ordered on motion of Kunkel, seconded by Hollenbach, and unanimously approved. 

 There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at approximately 8:12 p.m. 

on motion of Kunkel, seconded by Hollenbach, to meet again at the call of the President. 

ATTEST: 

___________________________________________________ 

Amy Macalush, Borough Secretary/Treasurer 


