REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING October 7, 2025

The Tamaqua Borough Council held its first Regular Council Meeting for the month of
October on Tuesday, October 7, 2025 at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers at the Tamaqua
Municipal Building, 320 East Broad Street, Tamaqua, PA.

Present were Councilmembers Robert Amentler, Ronald Bowman, Brian Connely, Jay
Hollenbach Jr., Kathy Kunkel, Mary Linkevich, and Ritchie Linkhorst. Officials present were
Chief of Police Michael Hobbs, Borough Manager Kevin Steigerwalt, Public Works Director Jay
Stidham, Solicitor Anthony Odorizzi, and Borough Secretary/Treasurer Amy Macalush.

The meeting was called to order by President Connely. The invocation was given by
Councilwoman Linkevich followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. The roll was called with all
councilmembers present.

The reading of the minutes of the Regular Council Meeting held on September 16, 2025
was ordered suspended, and with no additions or corrections, the minutes were approved as
written on motion of Bowman, seconded by Amentler, and unanimously approved.

Communication was received from Amy Heisler thanking borough workers for testing
water pipes and paving Hazle Street and for all the hard work they do every day.

Communication was received from John Sienkiewicz of Safer Streets for Tamaqua’s Little
Feet requesting permission to use Depot Square Park for their Annual Giving Tree Project, which
provides gloves, hats, scarves, and socks to families in need. The Giving Tree would be filled as
needed from December 7, 2025, through February 6, 2026. The communication also requested
permission to hold their kickoff event on December 7™ at the park from 12:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m., as
well as use of electricity. A recommendation was made to grant the requests. There was no one
from the floor wishing to address council about this matter. The recommendation was so ordered
on motion of Bowman, seconded by Hollenbach, and unanimously approved.

Communication was received from Amy Dougherty of Black Rock Events requesting
assistance of the Tamaqua Fire Police for traffic control and parking services for an upcoming
event taking place at Lakeside Ballroom in Barnesville, PA on Saturday, December 6, 2025 from
12:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. There was some discussion regarding insurance coverage and requests
coming from private parties outside of a municipality. Manager Steigerwalt will reach out to Ms.
Dougherty to further discuss the matter.

Communication was received from Amanda Hascin, Tamaqua Area High School Senior
Class Advisor, requesting permission to close Stadium Hill on Monday, October 13% from 2:00
p.m. to 3:00 p.m. for their annual whitewash of Stadium Hill. There were concerns about closing
Stadium Hill due to emergencies. A recommendation was made to approve closing Stadium Hill
from Spruce Street up to the school for the annual whitewash. There was no one from the floor
wishing to address council about this matter. The recommendation was so ordered on motion of
Bowman, seconded by Kunkel, and unanimously approved.

Communication was received from Judy A. Hoppes, festival co-chairperson, stating that
the Tamaqua Spirit of Christmas Festival Committee is planning to hold the 2025 Festival from
December 4™ through December 7th. The communication is requesting permission to use Depot
Square Park on December 5th for the Christmas Tree Lighting, Arrival of Santa, Lighting of the
Park and “Meet and Greet with Santa”. The communication also requested permission to offer

horse drawn carriage rides from 5:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. on December 11, 12, 18 and 19, and to
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decorate some of the parking meters along the main streets with red bows for the Holidays. A
recommendation was made to grant the requests. There was no one from the floor wishing to
address council about this matter. The recommendation was so ordered on motion of Bowman,
seconded by Linkevich, and unanimously approved.

Manager Steigerwalt reported on the 2025-2026 insurance policy renewal with The Seltzer
Group. Manager Steigerwalt stated that all of the insurances renew on October 1st. The total
premium for all policies is $371,101 compared to $340,741 last year, which is an increase of
$30,360. Manager Steigerwalt stated that the increase is mainly due to the borough’s workers’
compensation history, and a sharp increase in liability insurance nationwide, specifically police
liability insurance.

Manager Steigerwalt also reported on the following: the Heating Oil Contract bid opening
is scheduled for October 20th and results will be provided at the next council meeting; bids for the
new pool construction are due on November 25™; and a preconstruction meeting scheduled for
Thursday, October 9 for the street paving project.

Under the Borough Manager’s Report, Public Works Director Stidham reported that work
on the replacement of water lines will start in November on Greenwood Street.

Under the Chief of Police Report, a recommendation was made to hire Trevor Flexer and
Matthew Houser as part-time police officers. There was no one from the floor wishing to address
council about this matter. The recommendation was so ordered on motion of Bowman, seconded
by Kunkel, and unanimously approved.

Under the Parking and Traffic Committee report, a recommendation was made to approve
a handicapped parking space application for 322 Pine Street. There was no one from the floor
wishing to address council about this matter. The recommendation was so ordered on motion of
Kunkel, seconded by Hollenbach, and unanimously approved.

Under the Finance, Wage and Salary Committee report, a recommendation was made to
approve a five-year lease agreement at 4.75% interest from Mauch Chunk Trust Company for a
2025 Ford Police SUV. There was no one from the floor wishing to address council about this
matter. The recommendation was so ordered on motion of Bowman, seconded by Kunkel, and
unanimously approved.

Under the Finance, Wage and Salary Committee report, a recommendation was made to
amend the agenda to include a motion to hire Damien Flexer as a Wastewater Treatment Plant
Operator at a pay rate of $27.00 per hour. There was no one from the floor wishing to address
council about this matter. The recommendation was so ordered on motion of Bowman, seconded
by Kunkel, and unanimously approved.

Under the Finance, Wage and Salary Committee report, a recommendation was made to
hire Damien Flexer as a Wastewater Treatment Plant Operator at a pay rate of $27.00 per hour.
There was no one from the floor wishing to address council about this matter. The
recommendation was so ordered on motion of Bowman, seconded by Kunkel, and unanimously

approved.
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The meeting was opened to the floor.

With no one wishing to address council, the meeting was closed to the floor.

Solicitor Odorizzi reported that he had an ordinance authorizing issuance of a tax-exempt
note to Peoples Security Bank and Trust Company in the amount of $1,675,000.00 pursuant to the
Local Government Unit Debt Act for the Police Station and Community Center Project to present
for Council’s consideration:

ORDINANCE NO. 751

“AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF
TAMAQUA DETERMINING TO INCUR NON-ELECTORAL DEBT PURSUANT TO
THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT UNIT DEBT ACT; DETERMINING THAT SUCH
DEBT SHALL BE EVIDENCED BY A TAX-EXEMPT PROMISSORY NOTE TO BE
AUTHORIZED AND ISSUED IN THE MAXIMUM AGGREGATE PRINCIPAL
AMOUNT OF $1,675,000.00 (THE “NOTE”) BY THE BOROUGH OF TAMAQUA
(THE “BOROUGH”) TO PEOPLES SECURITY BANK AND TRUST COMPANY
WITH THE PROCEEDS OF THE NOTE, AND ANY INTEREST EARNED THEREON,
TO BE USED AS FOLLOWS: (1) FUNDING THE CONSTRUCTION OF A NEW
BOROUGH POLICE STATION; AND (2) PAYING COSTS, FEES AND EXPENSES
WITH RESPECT TO THE FOREGOING PURPOSES AND THE FINANCING (THE
“PROJECT”); PROVIDING THAT SUCH NOTE, WHEN ISSUED, SHALL BE A
GENERAL OBLIGATION NOTE OF THIS BOROUGH AND SHALL BE FULLY
REGISTERED; DESCRIBING THE PROJECT FOR WHICH SAID DEBT IS TO BE
INCURRED; DETERMINING THAT SAID NOTE SHALL BE SOLD AT PRIVATE
SALE AND THAT A PRIVATE SALE BY NEGOTIATION IS IN THE BEST
FINANCIAL INTEREST OF THIS BOROUGH; ACCEPTING A PROPOSAL FOR
PURCHASE OF SAID NOTE AND AWARDING SUCH NOTE AND SETTING
FORTH RELATED PROVISIONS; DETERMINING THE USEFUL LIFE OF THE
PROJECT BEING FINANCED; FIXING THE SUBSTANTIAL FORM,
DENOMINATIONS, DATE, MATURITY DATE, INTEREST RATE, INTEREST
PAYMENT DATES, REGISTRATION, PLACE OF PAYMENT OF PRINCIPAL AND
INTEREST, REDEMPTION PROVISIONS AND THE TAX-FREE PROVISIONS OF
SUCH NOTE; SETTING FORTH THE FORM OF REGISTRATION AND
ASSIGNMENT AND PAYING AGENT’S CERTIFICATES APPERTAINING TO
SUCH NOTE; AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING EXECUTION, ATTESTATION
AND AUTHENTICATION OF SUCH NOTE; PROVIDING COVENANTS RELATED
TO DEBT SERVICE APPLICABLE TO SUCH NOTE AS REQUIRED BY SUCH ACT
AND THE PENNSYLVANIA CONSTITUTION AND PLEDGING THE FULL FAITH,
CREDIT AND TAXING POWER OF THIS BOROUGH IN SUPPORT THEREOF;
SETTING FORTH THE DEBT SERVICE RELATED TO SUCH NOTE; CREATING A
SINKING FUND IN CONNECTION WITH SUCH NOTE AS REQUIRED BY SUCH
ACT; APPOINTING A SINKING FUND DEPOSITORY AND AUTHORIZING A
CONTRACT WITH A BANK AS SUCH DEPOSITORY; PROVIDING A COVENANT
TO INSURE PROMPT AND FULL PAYMENT OF ALL OBLIGATIONS OF SUCH
NOTE WHEN DUE; AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE PROPER OFFICERS OF
THE BOROUGH: (A) TO PREPARE, CERTIFY AND FILE THE DEBT STATEMENT
AND BORROWING BASE CERTIFICATE REQUIRED BY SECTION 8110 OF THE
DEBT ACT; (B) TO EXECUTE, ATTEST, SEAL AND DELIVER THE NOTE;
APPROVING THE FORM OF THE NOTE; SPECIFYING THE AMOUNT OF THE
NOTE AND THE SOURCES OF PAYMENT OF SUCH NOTE; AUTHORIZING AND
DIRECTING THE PREPARATION, EXECUTION AND DELIVERY OF ALL OTHER
REQUIRED DOCUMENTS BY THE PROPER OFFICERS OF THE BOROUGH AND
AUTHORIZING SUCH OFFICERS TO TAKE ALL OTHER REQUIRED,
NECESSARY OR DESIRABLE RELATED ACTION IN CONNECTION WITH THE
PROJECT AND THE EXECUTION AND DELIVERY OF THE NOTE; DECLARING
THAT THE DEBT TO BE INCURRED IS WITHIN THE LIMITATION IMPOSED BY
SUCH ACT UPON THE INCURRING OF SUCH DEBT BY THIS BOROUGH;
SETTING FORTH CERTAIN COVENANTS RELATING TO THE NON-ARBITRAGE
STATUS OF SUCH NOTE; DESIGNATING THE NOTE AS A QUALIFIED TAX
EXEMPT OBLIGATION OF THIS BOROUGH UNDER THE INTERNAL REVENUE
CODE AND MAKING CERTAIN CERTIFICATIONS CONSISTENT THEREWITH;
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MAKING THE NOTE SUBJECT TO SUCH ACT AND OTHER APPLICABLE LAWS
OF THE COMMONWEALTH; PROVIDING FOR THE EFFECTIVENESS OF THIS
ORDINANCE; PROVIDING FOR THE SEVERABILITY OF PROVISIONS OF THIS
ORDINANCE; AND PROVIDING FOR THE REPEAL OF ALL INCONSISTENT
ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS OR PARTS OF ORDINANCES OR
RESOLUTIONS.”

A recommendation was made to adopt the foregoing ordinance. There was no one from the
floor wishing to address council about this matter. The recommendation was so ordered on motion
of Bowman, seconded by Linkevich, and approved by a unanimous roll call vote.

Under Unfinished Business, Public Works Director Stidham reported that paving of Hazle
Street is complete, however, there were issues with delivery of material.

Under New Business, Public Works Director Stidham stated that the Water Department
will be flushing fire hydrants this week.

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at approximately 7:20 p.m. on

motion of Bowman, seconded by Linkevich, to meet again at the call of the President.

ATTEST:

Amy Macalush, Borough Secretary/Treasurer



