REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING September 16, 2025

The Tamaqua Borough Council held its second Regular Council Meeting for the month of
September on Tuesday, September 16, 2025 at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers at the Tamaqua
Municipal Building, 320 East Broad Street, Tamaqua, PA.

Present were Councilmembers Robert Amentler, Ronald Bowman, Brian Connely, Jay
Hollenbach Jr., Kathy Kunkel, Mary Linkevich, and Ritchie Linkhorst. Officials present were
Mayor Nathan Gerace, Chief of Police Michael Hobbs, Borough Manager Kevin Steigerwalt,
Public Works Director Jay Stidham, Solicitor Anthony Odorizzi, and Borough Secretary/Treasurer
Amy Macalush.

The meeting was called to order by President Connely. The invocation was given by
Councilwoman Linkevich followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. The roll was called with all
councilmembers present.

The reading of the minutes of the Regular Council Meeting held on September 2, 2025 was
ordered suspended, and with no additions or corrections, the minutes were approved as written on
motion of Bowman, seconded by Kunkel, and unanimously approved.

Under Special Business, Council recognized 11 lifeguards for saving 20 swimmers at The
Bungalow Pool this past summer. The lifeguards include Millie Black, Alexis Bowman, Audrey
Job, Ben Klingaman, Alex Porambo, Madelyn Schaefer, Sophia Sitlinger, Lydia Strucko, Brandon
Temarantz, Nicholas Wall and Sean Wall. Mayor Gerace presented the lifeguards with certificates
or recognition.

Communication was received from St. John’s Lutheran Church thanking the Mayor and
Borough Council for their public service.

Communication was received from David J. Meredith, parade chairperson/Post Adjutant
0173 for the Tamaqua American Legion C.H. Berry Post Number 173, requesting permission to
hold the annual Tamaqua Veterans Day Parade on November 8, 2025 beginning at 10:00 a.m. The
parade would begin at the east end of town by the Tamaqua Insurance building and end at West
Broad and Lehigh streets. A recommendation was made to grant the request. There was no one
from the floor wishing to address council about this matter. The recommendation was so ordered
on motion of Bowman, seconded by Linkevich, and unanimously approved.

Communication was received from Paul Dodson, Walk Coordinator, requesting permission
for the Tamaqua Area Community Partnership and the Tamaqua Area Faith Fellowship Network
to hold their Annual Hunger Walk on Sunday, November 14, 2025 beginning at 2:00 p.m. The
route would begin at the Tamaqua Community Art Center, proceed to Griffiths Funeral Home and
return to the Art Center. The Tamaqua Fire Police would be asked to assist. There was no one
from the floor wishing to address council about this matter. The recommendation was so ordered
on motion of Bowman, seconded by Linkevich, and unanimously approved.

Communication was received from Dale Freudenberger, President of the Tamaqua
Historical Society, requesting permission to close South Railroad Street on Sunday, September 21,
2025 from 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. for their annual car show. The communication also requested
barricades to close off both ends of South Railroad Street. There was no one from the floor
wishing to address council about this matter. The recommendation was so ordered on motion of

Bowman, seconded by Linkevich, and unanimously approved.
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Communication was received from Hans Shinton, stating that he is resigning his position
from the Board of Health effective immediately. A recommendation was made to accept the
resignation of Hans Shinton from the Board of Health effective immediately. There was no one
from the floor wishing to address council about this matter. The recommendation was so ordered
on motion of Bowman, seconded by Kunkel, and unanimously approved.

Communication was received from Secretary/Treasurer Macalush informing borough
council that the 2026 Minimum Municipal Obligation (MMO) for the Police Employees Pension
Plan is $335,442, the MMO for the Non-Uniformed Employees Pension Plan is $214,505, and the
MMO for the Non-Uniformed Defined Contribution Component Plan is $50,000.
Secretary/Treasurer Macalush stated that the borough would require state aid and/or borough
contributions in the year 2026 to meet the funding requirements for any or all pension plan(s).

A recommendation was made to approve the certification for the Police Employees
Pension Plan calculating the 2026 MMO as $335,442, the certification for the Non-Uniformed
Employees Pension Plan calculating the 2026 MMO as $214,505 and the certification of the Non-
Uniformed Defined Contribution Component Plan as $50,000. There was no one from the floor
wishing to address council about this matter. The recommendation was so ordered on motion of
Bowman, seconded by Kunkel, and unanimously approved.

Manager Steigerwalt reported that he had a resolution approving the budget for the
Community Development Block Grant Program (CDBG) for fiscal year 2025. The details of the
budget are as follows: recreation, $71,254.00; demolition, $30,538.00; administration, $22,344.00;
and the total amount of the grant is $124,136.00. The resolution approving the budget for the
Community Development Block Grant Program (CDBG) for fiscal year 2025 was presented for

Council’s consideration.

RESOLUTION NO. 2025-9
APPROVING BUDGET FOR COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT
PROGRAM FOR FISCAL YEAR 2025

A recommendation was made to adopt the foregoing resolution. There was no one from the
floor wishing to address council about this matter. The recommendation was so ordered on motion
of Linkevich, seconded by Kunkel, and approved by a unanimous roll call vote.

Manager Steigerwalt also reported on cost estimates received from Alfred Benesch for the
construction of pickleball courts and replacement of a sidewalk at the North and Middle Ward
Playground.

Manager Steigerwalt reported on the 2025-2026 insurance policy renewal with The Seltzer
Group. Manager Steigerwalt stated that he does not have the pricing yet and the policy renews on
October 1, 2025. A recommendation was made to refer the insurance policy renewal to the
Borough Manager and Finance, Wage and Salary Committee to review and execute. There was no
one from the floor wishing to address council about this matter. The recommendation was so
ordered on motion of Bowman, seconded by Kunkel, and unanimously approved.

Manager Steigerwalt also reported on the following: funding secured for the new police
station; heating oil bids are due October 20" and the results will be presented at the second council

meeting; advertising bids for new pool construction; and work on the 2026 budget will start soon.
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Chief of Police Hobbs stated that police coverage in Coaldale is going really well. Chief
Hobbs stated that officers have been conducting traffic stops, responding to calls and receiving
positive feedback and compliments from the residents.

Under the Parking and Traffic Committee report, a recommendation was made to approve
a handicapped parking space application for 318 Arlington Street. There was no one from the
floor wishing to address council about this matter. The recommendation was so ordered on
motion of Kunkel, seconded by Hollenbach, and unanimously approved.

Under the Parking and Traffic Committee report, a recommendation was made to adopt an
ordinance prohibiting parking on the north side of East End Avenue between Elizabeth Street and
Laurel Street. There was no one from the floor wishing to address council about this matter. The
recommendation was so ordered on motion of Kunkel, seconded by Hollenbach, and unanimously
approved.

Under the Parking and Traffic Committee report, Councilwoman Kunkel reported that the
committee met recently to discuss traffic issue and the possibility of a traffic study.

Under the Finance, Wage and Salary Committee report, a recommendation was made to
hire Susan Coombe as Assistant Borough Secretary/Treasurer at a pay rate of $20.00 per hour.
There was no one from the floor wishing to address council about this matter. The
recommendation was so ordered on motion of Bowman, seconded by Kunkel, and unanimously
approved.

Under the Finance, Wage and Salary Committee report, a recommendation was made to
hire Keith Staines as a Wastewater Treatment Plant Operator at a pay rate of $27.00 per hour.
There was no one from the floor wishing to address council about this matter. The
recommendation was so ordered on motion of Bowman, seconded by Kunkel, and unanimously
approved.

Under the Finance, Wage and Salary Committee report, a recommendation was made to
award a contract to Ronnie C. Folk Paving Inc. for paving sections of Lafayette Street, Hegarty
Avenue and Glenwood Avenue at a cost of $100,070.00. There was no one from the floor wishing
to address council about this matter. The recommendation was so ordered on motion of Bowman,
seconded by Kunkel, and unanimously approved.

Under the Finance, Wage and Salary Committee report, a recommendation was made to
amend the agenda to include a motion to purchase a new police vehicle from Miracle Ford at a
cost of $62,707.14. There was no one from the floor wishing to address council about this matter.
The recommendation was so ordered on motion of Bowman, seconded by Kunkel, and
unanimously approved.

Under the Finance, Wage and Salary Committee report, a recommendation was made to
purchase a new police vehicle from Miracle Ford at a cost of $62,707.14. There was no one from
the floor wishing to address council about this matter. The recommendation was so ordered on
motion of Bowman, seconded by Kunkel, and unanimously approved. President Connely added
that the purchase is being funded through the service agreement with Coaldale.

Under the Neighborhoods, Downtown and Historic District Committee Report, a
recommendation was made to issue a Certificate of Appropriateness for the installation of new

windows at 205 West Broad Street. There was no one from the floor wishing to address council
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about this matter. The recommendation was so ordered on motion of Hollenbach, seconded by

Bowman, and unanimously approved.
Mayor Gerace announced that Trick or Treat night would be held on Saturday, October

25th, from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.
Mayor Gerace also announced that the Halloween Parade would be held on October 28",

The meeting was opened to the floor.
Linda Miller of 445 Willing Street asked how long an undrivable car parked near her home

can remain on the street before getting towed. The Police Department will follow up on the matter.
Jack Sakusky of 331 Owl Creek Road asked if the borough could rent a brush cutter to cut
the overgrown brush on Owl Creek Road. Public Works Director Stidham stated that the borough

mechanic is fixing the borough’s brush cutter.
Edith Trevorah of 316 Columbia Street asked about paving on Glenwood Avenue.

With no one else wishing to address council, the meeting was closed to the floor.

Solicitor Odorizzi reported that a motion to adopt Ordinance 751 was delayed due to an

issue with advertising and will be taken care of at the next council meeting.
A recommendation was made to accept and file the various reports of borough officials.

There was no one from the floor wishing to address council about this matter. The
recommendation was so ordered on motion of Bowman, seconded by Kunkel and unanimously

approved.
Under Unfinished Business, Public Works Director Stidham reported that work at the
railroad crossing at Greenwood and Hazle Streets will finish at the end of the week. Public Works

Director Stidham also reported that borough workers will be paving Hazle Street the week of

September 22,
Under Unfinished Business, President Connely reported that the dedication of the Liberty

Tree took place on Sunday, September 14™, at the newly developed Liberty Tree Park in

Tamaqua.
A recommendation was made to pay all properly approved bills and claims against the

borough. There was no one from the floor wishing to address council about this matter. The
recommendation was so ordered on motion of Bowman, seconded by Linkhorst, and unanimously

approved.
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at approximately 7:45 p.m. on

motion of Bowman, seconded by Linkevich, to meet again at the call of the President.

ATTEST:

Amy Macalush, Borough Secretary/Treasurer



