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 The Tamaqua Borough Council held its first Regular Council Meeting for the month of 

May on Wednesday, May 20, 2026 at 7:00 p.m. in Council Chambers at the Tamaqua Municipal 

Building, 320 East Broad Street, Tamaqua, PA. 

 Present were Councilmembers Robert Amentler, Ronald Bowman, Brian Connely, 

George Haldeman, Jay Hollenbach, Kathy Kunkel, and Kyle Oliphant. Officials present were 

Mayor David Clemson, Chief of Police Michael Hobbs, Public Works Director Jay Stidham, 

Solicitor Anthony Odorizzi, and Borough Secretary/Treasurer Amy Macalush. 

 The meeting was called to order by President Connely. The invocation was given by 

President Connely followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.  The roll was called with all 

councilmembers present. 

President Connely reported that there was an executive session held before the meeting to 

discuss legal and personnel matters. 

 The reading of the minutes of the Regular Council Meeting held on April 21, 2026 was 

ordered suspended, and with no additions or corrections, the minutes were approved as written 

on motion of Bowman seconded by Amentler, and unanimously approved. 

 Part-time officer Christopher Daynorowicz was sworn in by Mayor Clemson.   

Communication was received from Aimee Dotson, Executive Director, Tamaqua 

Chamber of Commerce, confirming the date of the Tamaqua Community Day as June 6, 2026, 

and requesting permission to hang a Community Day banner on the fence surrounding borough 

equipment at the entrance of Owl Creek Road at the Route 309 intersection.  A recommendation 

was made to grant the request. There was no one from the floor wishing to address council about 

this matter.  The recommendation was so ordered on motion of Bowman, seconded by 

Haldeman, and unanimously approved.  

Communication was received from Mark Bower, Assistant Chief, Tamaqua Fire 

Department, thanking Borough Council for allowing him the opportunity to attend the Fire 

Department Instructors Conference (FDIC) in Indianapolis.  The letter stated that it was a great 

learning experience and will help the Tamaqua Fire Department grow and move into the future.  

Public Works Director Stidham reported that he had a Fair Housing resolution to present 

for council’s consideration: 

RESOLUTION NO. 2026-5 

FAIR HOUSING RESOLUTION 

 

A recommendation was made to adopt the foregoing resolution.  There was no one from 

the floor wishing to address council about this matter.  The recommendation was so ordered on 

motion of Bowman, seconded by Kunkel, and approved by a unanimous roll call vote. 

Public Works Director Stidham reported that he had a America250PA – Bells Across 

Pennsylvania Host Agreement, in support of the plans of America250PA and its role in the 

celebration, to present for council’s consideration.  A recommendation was made to approve the 

America250PA – Bells Across Pennsylvania Host Agreement.  There was no one from the floor 

wishing to address council about this matter.  The recommendation was so ordered on motion of 

Bowman, seconded by Kunkel, and unanimously approved. 

Public Works Director Stidham also reported on a new online payment program for 

utility billing.  Public Works Stidham stated that online utility payments will now be collected by 
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PayStar.  Previously the online payments were collected via Muni-Link, however that service is 

being discontinued.  Customers who made online payments through Muni-Link will be 

grandfathered into the new system and can use it at no charge.  All customers new to online 

payments will be charged $1.50 per transaction.  

Police Chief Hobbs reported that the Police Department will be participating in the Blue 

Envelope Program to help special needs drivers and law enforcement better connect when they 

interact.  Chief Hobbs reported that the program is primarily for drivers with autism and can also 

apply to those with anxiety or other conditions that might hurt their ability to communicate with 

officers during a traffic stop or accident. The blue envelope alerts officers that the driver may 

have special needs, assists with document organization (license, registration, insurance cards) 

and provides guidance for the officer and the driver on what to do during a vehicle stop.  

 Under the Public Safety Committee report, a recommendation was made to approve a 

request to send Officer David Krape and Officer Andrew Seip to a Field Training Office (FTO) 

course at the PSP Northeast Training Center in Wilkes-Barre, PA on July 29-30, 2026 at no 

charge.  There was no one from the floor wishing to address council about this matter. The 

recommendation was so ordered on motion of Amentler, seconded by Kunkel, and unanimously 

approved.  

 Under the Parking & Traffic Committee report, a recommendation was made to approve 

a handicapped parking space application for 303 Biddle Street. There was no one from the floor 

wishing to address council about this matter. The recommendation was so ordered on motion of 

Haldeman, seconded by Kunkel, and unanimously approved. 

 Under the Neighborhoods, Downtown and Historic District Committee report, a 

recommendation was made to issue a Certificate of Appropriateness to install new fencing 

around the yard and walkway at 200 East Mauch Chunk Street.  There was no one from the floor 

wishing to address council about this matter. The recommendation was so ordered on motion of 

Oliphant, seconded by Kunkel, and unanimously approved.  

 Under the Neighborhoods, Downtown and Historic District Committee report, a 

recommendation was made to issue a Certificate of Appropriateness to install a new sign and a 

concrete pad at the rear of the building at 253 West Broad Street. There was no one from the 

floor wishing to address council about this matter. The recommendation was so ordered on 

motion of Oliphant, seconded by Kunkel, and unanimously approved. 

 Under the Neighborhoods, Downtown and Historic District Committee report, a 

recommendation was made to issue a Certificate of Appropriateness to replace existing metal 

cornices with a new Exterior Insulation and Finishing System (EIFS) with profiles matching the 

existing cornices at 133 East Broad Street. There was no one from the floor wishing to address 

council about this matter. The recommendation was so ordered on motion of Oliphant, seconded 

by Kunkel, and unanimously approved. 

 Under the Neighborhoods, Downtown and Historic District Committee report, a 

recommendation was made to issue a Certificate of Appropriateness to install a 20’ x 8’ sign on 

the rear of 41 North Railroad Street. There was no one from the floor wishing to address council 

about this matter. The recommendation was so ordered on motion of Oliphant, seconded by 

Kunkel, and unanimously approved. 
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 Under the Police and Community Building Committee report, a recommendation was 

made to approve Change Order #13 and Change Orders #20 through #23 for the Tamaqua Police 

Station and Community Center Project. There was no one from the floor wishing to address 

council about this matter. The recommendation was so ordered on motion of Bowman, seconded 

by Kunkel, and unanimously approved. 

 Mayor Clemson announced that the Memorial Day parade is scheduled for May 25, 2026, 

and as part of the America250 PA’s Bells Across Pennsylvania project, the bell will be unveiled 

during a ceremony at the Tamaqua Train Station on Wednesday, May 27.  

 The meeting was opened to the floor.   

 Tom Schlorf of 224 Orwigsburg Street requested permission to close Oak Street from 

Spruce Street to Penn Street for a small block party, wrestling and touch a truck event being held 

at the South Ward playground on June 14.  This is an amendment to the original request to close 

Oak Street on June 14, that was approved at the last council meeting. A recommendation was 

made to grant the request.  There was no one from the floor wishing to address council about this 

matter. The recommendation was so ordered on motion of Bowman, seconded by Kunkel, and 

unanimously approved. 

 Jack Sakusky of Owl Creek Road asked about a schedule for paving, street repair on 

Biddle Street between Pine Street and Railroad Street, and painting the lines on Owl Creek Road.   

 Mark Bower, Assistant Chief, Tamaqua Fire Department, referenced an article in the 

Standard Speaker Newspaper that listed American Hose Co., Citizens and East End as the three 

recognized fire companies in Tamaqua and wanted to confirm it was a printing error.  Mr. Bower 

also requested an executive session to discuss personnel matters.  

 With no one else wishing to address council, the meeting was closed to the floor.  

 A recommendation was made to accept and file the various reports of the borough 

officials. There was no one from the floor wishing to address council about this matter. The 

recommendation was so ordered on motion of Bowman, seconded by Kunkel, and unanimously 

approved.  

 A recommendation was made to pay all properly approved bills and claims against the 

borough. There was no one from the floor wishing to address council about this matter. The 

recommendation was so ordered on motion of Bowman, seconded by Kunkel, and unanimously 

approved. 

 Under New Business, a recommendation was made to amend the agenda to include a 

motion to authorize the Borough Solicitor to prepare necessary documentation for information on 

the ICE 287(g) (Immigration and Customs Enforcement) Program. There was no one from the 

floor wishing to address council about this matter. The recommendation was so ordered on 

motion of Kunkel, seconded by Hollenbach, and unanimously approved. 

 Under New Business, a recommendation was made to authorize the Borough Solicitor to 

prepare necessary documentation for information on the ICE 287(g) (Immigration and Customs 

Enforcement) Program. There was no one from the floor wishing to address council about this 

matter. The recommendation was so ordered on motion of Kunkel, seconded by Hollenbach, and 

unanimously approved. 
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A recommendation was made to hold an executive session to discuss personnel matters.  

There was no one from the floor wishing to address council about this matter.  The 

recommendation was so ordered on motion of Bowman, seconded by Kunkel, and unanimously 

approved. 

The council meeting was recessed at approximately 7:35 p.m. while council met in 

executive session.  

The council meeting was reconvened at approximately 7:50 p.m. 

President Connely announced that an executive session was held to discuss personnel 

matters. 

 There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at approximately 7:50 p.m. 

on motion of Bowman, seconded by Kunkel, to meet again at the call of the President. 

 

 

ATTEST: 

 

___________________________________________________ 

Amy Macalush, Borough Secretary/Treasurer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


