REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING April 21, 2026

The Tamaqua Borough Council held its first Regular Council Meeting for the month of
April on Tuesday, April 21, 2026 at 7:00 p.m. in Council Chambers at the Tamaqua Municipal
Building, 320 East Broad Street, Tamaqua, PA.

Present were Councilmembers Robert Amentler, Ronald Bowman, Brian Connely,
George Haldeman, Jay Hollenbach, Kathy Kunkel, and Kyle Oliphant. Officials present were
Mayor David Clemson, Chief of Police Michael Hobbs, Borough Manager Kevin Steigerwalt,
Public Works Director Jay Stidham, Solicitor Anthony Odorizzi, Fire Chief James Connely,
Assistant Fire Chief Mark Bower, Assistant Fire Chief Jason Hartz and Borough
Secretary/Treasurer Amy Macalush.

The meeting was called to order by President Connely. The invocation was given by
President Connely followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. The roll was called with all
councilmembers present.

President Connely reported that there was an executive session held before the meeting to
discuss legal and real estate matters.

The reading of the minutes of the Regular Council Meeting held on March 17, 2026 was
ordered suspended, and with no additions or corrections, the minutes were approved as written
on motion of Bowman seconded by Kunkel, and unanimously approved.

Communication was received from John Cray, Chief of Tamaqua Community
Ambulance Association, announcing that the joint ALS unit operated in partnership with
Lehighton Ambulance will cease operations on June 1, 2026. The Tamaqua Ambulance will be
launching its own independent ALS service effective on June 1, 2026 and will provide the same
level of care, the same providers, and the same capabilities as currently delivered by Tamaqua
Ambulance ALS unit. The Lehighton Ambulance will serve as second-due ALS coverage when
Tamaqua Ambulance is committed to a call.

Communication was received from Keith Heckman, Administrator of Lehighton
Ambulance Association, thanking Tamaqua for allowing Lehighton Ambulance to provide
Advanced Life Support (ALS) to the community over the past 30 years, and for the shared ALS
unit based at the Tamaqua Ambulance facility and dedicated to 911 emergencies. The Lehighton
Ambulance will continue ALS coverage until Tamaqua is licensed and in service.

Communication was received from Thomas Schlorf of 224 Orwigsburg Street, expressing
his interest in filling the open position on the Civil Service Commission. A recommendation was
made to appoint Thomas Schlorf as a member of the Civil Service Commission. There was no
one from the floor wishing to address council about this matter. The recommendation was so
ordered on motion of Bowman, seconded by Hollenbach, and unanimously approved.

Communication was received from Jack Cusatis, Ryan Township Fire Company,
requesting permission for use of Tamaqua Fire Police for the Schuylkill County Fireman’s
Convention Parade hosted by Ryan Township Fire/Rescue Company in Barnesville, PA on
August 22, 2026. A recommendation was made to grant the request. There was no one from the
floor wishing to address council about this matter. The recommendation was so ordered on
motion of Bowman, seconded by Kunkel, and unanimously approved.

Communication was received from Sergeant Thomas Rodgers requesting permission to

close South Lehigh Street from Spruce Street to Penn Street and Penn Street from South Lehigh
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Street to Coal Street and the 400 block of Race Street on August 4, 2026 from 5:30 p.m. to 8:30
p.m. for the National Night Out event, which will be held from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. A
recommendation was made to grant the request. There was no one from the floor wishing to
address council about this matter. The recommendation was so ordered on motion of Bowman,
seconded by Haldeman, and unanimously approved.

Communication was received from Lee Calkins, President of Southward Playground
Association, requesting permission to close Oak Street between Penn Street and Race Street for a
small block party and free professional wrestling show “BEAT DOWN IN THE
PLAYGROUND?”. The letter also requested police presence from time to time after 5:00 p.m.
A recommendation was made to grant the requests. There was no one from the floor wishing to
address council about this matter. The recommendation was so ordered on motion of Bowman,
seconded by Kunkel, and unanimously approved.

Communication was received from Judy Hoppes, Festival Co-Chair for the Spirit of
Christmas, requesting permission to decorate eight poles along the edge of Depot Square Park
with red, white & blue lights for the month of July to celebrate America’s 250 Anniversary. A
recommendation was made to grant the request. There was no one from the floor wishing to
address council about this matter. The recommendation was so ordered on motion of Bowman,
seconded by Kunkel, and unanimously approved.

Communication was received from Mary Linkevich, President of the Tamaqua Public
Library, thanking borough workers for removing a large tree that fell on the library roof and
debris from the bank behind the building. The letter also said that April 19 — 25 is National
Library Week and for everyone at the meeting to get their FREE library card, and to thank the
dedicated staff for National Library Workers Day.

Communication was received from Francis Betz, Secretary of Citizens Fire Company,
requesting permission to close Hegarty Avenue from June 26 through June 28 and to close the
100 block of Rowe Street from 12:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m. on June 27 for their annual Bazaar. The
letter also requested permission to hold a Fire Apparatus Parade at 6:00 p.m. on June 27 and
requested permission to close Hegarty Avenue on October 3 for their annual Pig Roast and
Cornhole Tournament. A recommendation was made to grant the requests. There was no one
from the floor wishing to address council about this matter. The recommendation was so ordered
on motion of Bowman, seconded by Kunkel, and unanimously approved.

Manager Steigerwalt reported on proposals to finance the new pool construction and a
line of credit for the police station and community center project. Manager Steigerwalt turned
the matter over to Solicitor Odorizzi and Martin Cerullo Esq. of Bowe & Odorizzi Law, and
Michael Vind of FSL Public Finance to discuss the options with council. The two General
Obligation Notes will come from Mauch Chunk Trust Company, which offered the best rates.
The Series A note for $1,175,000 will fund construction of the new pool and the Series B note
for a $2,050,000 line of credit will be used for the new police station and community center
project.

An ordinance to authorize and issue General Obligation Notes to be used to fund
construction of a new pool and the police station and community center project was presented for

Council’s consideration:
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BOROUGH OF TAMAQUA
COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA
ORDINANCE NO. 755

“AN ORDINANCE

OF THE BOROUGH COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF TAMAQUA DETERMINING
TO INCUR NON-ELECTORAL DEBT PURSUANT TO THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT
UNIT DEBT ACT; DETERMINING THAT SUCH DEBT SHALL BE EVIDENCED BY
TAX-EXEMPT GENERAL OBLIGATION NOTES TO BE AUTHORIZED AND ISSUED
AS THE SERIES A NOTE IN THE MAXIMUM AGGREGATE PRINCIPAL AMOUNT
OF $1,175,000.00 AND THE SERIES B NOTE IN THE MAXIMUM PRINCIPAL
AMOUNT OF $2,050,000 (THE NOTES”) BY THE BOROUGH OF TAMAQUA (THE
“BOROUGH”) TO MAUCH CHUNK TRUST COMPANY WITH THE PROCEEDS OF
EACH OF THE NOTES, AND ANY INTEREST EARNED THEREON, TO BE USED TO:
(1) FUND CONSTRUCTION OF A NEW BOROUGH POOL AND OTHER CAPITAL
PROJECTS OF THE BOROUGH; AND (2) PAY COSTS, FEES AND EXPENSES OF
ISSUING THE RESPECTIVE NOTE (THE “PROJECT”); PROVIDING THAT EACH
NOTE, WHEN ISSUED, SHALL BE A GENERAL OBLIGATION NOTE OF THIS
BOROUGH AND SHALL BE FULLY REGISTERED; DESCRIBING THE PROJECT
FOR WHICH SAID DEBT IS TO BE INCURRED; DETERMINING THAT SAID NOTES
SHALL BE SOLD AT PRIVATE SALE AND THAT A PRIVATE SALE BY
NEGOTIATION IS IN THE BEST FINANCIAL INTEREST OF THIS BOROUGH;
ACCEPTING A PROPOSAL FOR PURCHASE OF SAID NOTES AND AWARDING
SUCH NOTES AND SETTING FORTH RELATED PROVISIONS; DETERMINING THE
USEFUL LIFE OF THE PROJECT BEING FINANCED; FIXING THE SUBSTANTIAL
FORM, DENOMINATIONS, DATE, MATURITY DATE, INTEREST RATE, INTEREST
PAYMENT DATES, REGISTRATION, PLACE OF PAYMENT OF PRINCIPAL AND
INTEREST, REDEMPTION PROVISIONS AND THE TAX-FREE PROVISIONS OF
SUCH NOTES; SETTING FORTH THE FORM OF REGISTRATION AND
ASSIGNMENT AND PAYING AGENT’S CERTIFICATES APPERTAINING TO SUCH
NOTES; AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING EXECUTION, ATTESTATION AND
AUTHENTICATION OF SUCH NOTES; PROVIDING COVENANTS RELATED TO
DEBT SERVICE APPLICABLE TO SUCH NOTES AS REQUIRED BY SUCH ACT AND
THE PENNSYLVANIA CONSTITUTION AND PLEDGING THE FULL FAITH, CREDIT
AND TAXING POWER OF THIS BOROUGH IN SUPPORT THEREOF; SETTING
FORTH THE DEBT SERVICE RELATED TO SUCH NOTES; CREATING A SINKING
FUND IN CONNECTION WITH EACH NOTE AS REQUIRED BY SUCH ACT;
APPOINTING A SINKING FUND DEPOSITORY AND AUTHORIZING A CONTRACT
WITH A BANK AS SUCH DEPOSITORY; PROVIDING A COVENANT TO INSURE
PROMPT AND FULL PAYMENT OF ALL OBLIGATIONS OF SUCH NOTES WHEN
DUE; AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE PROPER OFFICERS OF THE
BOROUGH: (A) TO PREPARE, CERTIFY AND FILE THE DEBT STATEMENT AND
BORROWING BASE CERTIFICATE REQUIRED BY SECTION 8110 OF THE DEBT
ACT; (B) TO EXECUTE, ATTEST, SEAL AND DELIVER THE NOTES; APPROVING
THE FORM OF THE NOTES; SPECIFYING THE AMOUNT OF THE NOTES AND THE
SOURCES OF PAYMENT OF EACH NOTE; AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE
PREPARATION, EXECUTION AND DELIVERY OF ALL OTHER REQUIRED
DOCUMENTS BY THE PROPER OFFICERS OF THE BOROUGH AND
AUTHORIZING SUCH OFFICERS TO TAKE ALL OTHER REQUIRED, NECESSARY
OR DESIRABLE RELATED ACTION IN CONNECTION WITH THE PROJECT AND
THE EXECUTION AND DELIVERY OF THE NOTES; DECLARING THAT THE DEBT
TO BE INCURRED IS WITHIN THE LIMITATION IMPOSED BY SUCH ACT UPON
THE INCURRING OF SUCH DEBT BY THIS BOROUGH; SETTING FORTH CERTAIN
COVENANTS RELATING TO THE NON-ARBITRAGE STATUS OF SUCH NOTES;
DESIGNATING THE NOTES AS QUALIFIED TAX EXEMPT OBLIGATIONS OF THIS
BOROUGH UNDER THE INTERNAL REVENUE CODE AND MAKING CERTAIN
CERTIFICATIONS CONSISTENT THEREWITH; MAKING THE NOTES SUBJECT TO
SUCH ACT AND OTHER APPLICABLE LAWS OF THE COMMONWEALTH;
PROVIDING FOR THE EFFECTIVENESS OF THIS ORDINANCE; PROVIDING FOR
THE SEVERABILITY OF PROVISIONS OF THIS ORDINANCE; AND PROVIDING
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FOR THE REPEAL OF ALL INCONSISTENT ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS OR
PARTS OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS.”

A recommendation was made to adopt the foregoing ordinance. There was no one from
the floor wishing to address council about this matter. The recommendation was so ordered on
motion of Bowman, seconded by Hollenbach, and approved by a unanimous roll call vote.

Manager Steigerwalt also reported that he had an agreement between St Luke’s and the
Borough of Tamaqua for an artist to design and paint artwork on a building located at 41 North
Railroad Street, to commemorate the Tamaqua Liberty Tree Park for Council’s consideration. A
recommendation was made to approve the agreement between St Luke’s and the Borough of
Tamaqua for an artist to design and paint artwork on a building located at 41 North Railroad
Street, to commemorate the Tamaqua Liberty Tree Park. There was no one from the floor
wishing to address council about this matter. The recommendation was so ordered on motion of
Bowman, seconded by Kunkel, and unanimously approved.

Manager Steigerwalt also reported that the Community Development Block Grant
(CDBG) allocation for 2026 is $125,161.

Under the Building and Equipment Committee report, a recommendation was made to
approve a PennDOT Temporary Construction Easement for repairs to the East Broad Street
Bridge over Panther Creek. There was no one from the floor wishing to address council about
this matter. The recommendation was so ordered on motion of Hollenbach, seconded by Kunkel,
and unanimously approved.

Under the Public Safety Committee report, a recommendation was made to approve a
proposal from Lancer Systems for a Lancer L15 Gen Defense Rifle Package at a cost of
$1,650.00. There was no one from the floor wishing to address council about this matter. The
recommendation was so ordered on motion of Amentler, seconded by Kunkel, and unanimously
approved.

Under the Public Safety Committee report, Councilman Amentler stated that he had an
ordinance to remove East End Fire Company as an officially recognized fire company for
Council’s consideration:

ORDINANCE NO. 756
BOROUGH OF TAMAQUA
SCHUYLKILL COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA

AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF TAMAQUA, SCHUYLKILL COUNTY,
PENNSYLVANIA, REVISING AND AMENDING CHAPTER 24 (“FIRE
DEPARTMENT”), ARTICLE I (“FIRE COMPANIES RECOGNIZED”), SECTION 24-
1(“FIRE COMPANIES RECOGNIZED BY THE BOROUGH OF TAMAQUA”), AND
SECTION 24-4 (“PURPOSE”), SECTION 24-6A(1)(“ASSISTANT CHIEFS”) AND
CHAPTER 30 (“FIREMEN’S RELIEF ASSOCIATION”) SECTION 30-1
(“RECOGNITION OF VOLUNTEER FIREMEN’S RELIEF ASSOCIATION”) OF THE
BOROUGH OF TAMAQUA CODE OF ORDINANCES, RE-ESTABLISHING THE
CITIZENS FIRE COMPANY, SOUTH WARD FIRE COMPANY, AND AMERICAN
HOSE COMPANY NO. 1 AS MEMBERS OF THE VOLUNTEER FIREMEN’S RELIEF
ASSOCIATION AND THE BOROUGH’S OFFICIALLY RECOGNIZED FIRE
COMPANIES WHILE, BY WAY OF OMISSION, DECERTIFYING, DEACTIVATING,
AND SUSPENDING ALL PREVIOUSLY AUTHORIZED ACTIVITIES, INCLUDING
FIRE PROTECTION AND/OR EMERGENCY SERVICES, OF EAST END FIRE
COMPANY IN THE BOROUGH EFFECTIVE IMMEDIATELY.
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A recommendation was made to adopt the foregoing resolution. President Connely stated
that the action comes strictly as a safety and liability issue to protect the Borough, its residents
and its firefighters. President Connely reported some of East End Fire Company’s deficiencies
as follows: failure to appoint a Fire Chief that meets the requirements of the borough Ordinance;
improperly trained personnel for responses; inadequate number of personnel staffing equipment
during responses; failure to maintain accurate training records, equipment records, and ISO
documentation; and lack of responses to incidents within the borough, and when responding,
poor response times, as set forth by the County. President Connely stated that the remaining
three fire companies, American Hose Company No. 1, Citizens Fire Company and Southward
Fire Company will cover the borough.

Fire Chief Connely reported on response times and data received from the County and
stated that he contacted the East End Fire Company about deficiencies over two years ago and
nothing has changed.

Council recognized several residents and fire company members from the floor who
expressed concerns regarding the removal of East End Fire Company:

Michelle Mccarroll of 738 East Broad Street expressed her concerns for safety if there are
no fire trucks in service on that side of the railroad tracks.

Jerome Mccarroll of 216 Penn Street, stated that members of the East End Fire Company
tried to set up meetings to discuss the issues.

Wayne Schickram of 440 East Broad Street asked council to consider tabling the vote to
allow some time and effort to address the problems.

Lauren Wall of 1379 Valley Road, asked if council could provide response times and
statistics for the other three fire companies.

Bob Boyle, a longtime volunteer of the East End Fire Company, stated that there is a lot
of history there and generations of people who helped and will continue to help and serve the
community with or without recognition.

Chris Miller of 623 East Broad Street asked if the borough had records of how it tried to
help the East End Fire Company over the last two years.

Assistant Fire Chief Mark Bower stated that meetings were held with the last East End
Fire Chief for two years, and paperwork and documents were provided that would help, but the
fire company wasn’t responsive.

Jackie Richardson of 324 Hazle Street asked council to give the East End Fire Company
a chance to make things right.

There was no one else from the floor wishing to address council about this matter. The
recommendation was so ordered on motion of Amentler, seconded by Bowman, and approved by
a unanimous roll call vote.

Under the Parking & Traffic Committee report, a recommendation was made to move a
handicapped parking sign from 415 East Union Street to 410 East Union Street. There was no
one from the floor wishing to address council about this matter. The recommendation was so

ordered on motion of Haldeman, seconded by Kunkel, and unanimously approved.
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Under the Finance, Wage & Salary Committee report, a recommendation was made to
retain Ryan Boyle as a full-time Street Maintenance Worker effective May 18, 2026. There was
no one from the floor wishing to address council about this matter. The recommendation was so
ordered on motion of Bowman, seconded by Kunkel, and unanimously approved.

Under the Finance, Wage & Salary Committee report, a recommendation was made to
retain Christopher Wagner as a full-time Street Maintenance Worker contingent upon his
successful completion of a Commercial Driver’s License Course. There was no one from the
floor wishing to address council about this matter. The recommendation was so ordered on
motion of Bowman, seconded by Kunkel, and unanimously approved.

Under the Finance, Wage & Salary Committee report, a recommendation was made to
approve the transfer of Ryan Boyle to the Street Maintenance/Sweeper Operator position. There
was no one from the floor wishing to address council about this matter. The recommendation
was so ordered on motion of Bowman, seconded by Haldeman, and unanimously approved.

Under the Finance, Wage & Salary Committee report, a recommendation was made to
approve an agreement for the Goodwill Summer Work Experience and Assessment Program.
There was no one from the floor wishing to address council about this matter. The
recommendation was so ordered on motion of Bowman, seconded by Kunkel, and unanimously
approved.

Under the Finance, Wage & Salary Committee report, a recommendation was made to
advertise for part-time maintenance workers at a pay rate of $12.50 per hour. There was no one
from the floor wishing to address council about this matter. The recommendation was so ordered
on motion of Bowman, seconded by Kunkel, and unanimously approved.

Under the Neighborhoods, Downtown and Historic District Committee report, a
recommendation was made to issue a Certificate of Appropriateness to install new trim,
decorative work and new windows at 115, 117, 119 and 206 West Broad Street. There was no
one from the floor wishing to address council about this matter. The recommendation was so
ordered on motion of Oliphant, seconded by Kunkel, and unanimously approved.

Under the Neighborhoods, Downtown and Historic District Committee report, a
recommendation was made to issue a Certificate of Appropriateness to install a new fence at 39
Mauch Chunk Street. There was no one from the floor wishing to address council about this
matter. The recommendation was so ordered on motion of Oliphant, seconded by Kunkel, and
unanimously approved.

Under the Recreation and Youth Committee report, a recommendation was made to
approve a request from the Tamaqua Public Library to paint America 250 logos on the sidewalks
at the Library, Hope & Coffee, Tamaqua Community Arts Center and Tamaqua Train Station.
There was no one from the floor wishing to address council about this matter. The
recommendation was so ordered on motion of Kunkel, seconded by Haldeman, and unanimously
approved.

Under the Recreation and Youth Committee report, a recommendation was made to send
a letter to Lehighton Borough Council thanking them for allowing Tamaqua Area residents to

use the Lehighton pool for the 2026 season. There was no one from the floor wishing to address
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council about this matter. The recommendation was so ordered on motion of Kunkel, seconded
by Oliphant, and unanimously approved.

Under the Police and Community Building Committee report, a recommendation was
made to approve Change Orders #9 through #12 and Change Orders #14 through #19 for the
Tamaqua Police Station and Community Center Project. There was no one from the floor
wishing to address council about this matter. The recommendation was so ordered on motion of
Kunkel, seconded by Amentler, and unanimously approved.

Mayor Clemson reported on the following: gave a shoutout to Casella Waste Systems for
their help with cleaning up the playgrounds and with mulching; he threw out the first pitch for
Tamaqua Little League on April 18; a seminar he attended on grants; the Memorial Day parade
is scheduled for May 25; and Tamaqua Community Day in Owl Creek will be held on June 6.

The meeting was opened to the floor. With no one wishing to address council, the
meeting was closed to the floor.

Under the Borough Solicitor’s report, a recommendation was made to appoint George
Boyle as the voting representative for the borough for Eastern Schuylkill Regional Planning
(ESRP) and to appoint Karl Smulligan as a non-voting member. There was no one from the floor
wishing to address council about this matter. The recommendation was so ordered on motion of
Haldeman, seconded by Hollenbach, and unanimously approved.

Solicitor Odorizzi discussed a potential zoning ordinance amendment for data centers and
warehouses, and short-term rentals, which are not currently addressed in the zoning ordinance. A
recommendation was made to recognize a deficiency in the ESRP zoning ordinance for failure to
account for uses related to data centers, warchouses and short-term rentals. There was no one
from the floor wishing to address council about this matter. The recommendation was so ordered
on motion of Kunkel, seconded by Bowman, and unanimously approved.

Solicitor Odorizzi stated that he had a resolution authorizing a curative amendment to the
ESRP zoning ordinance to correct the deficiency relating to uses of data centers, warehouses and
short-term rentals present for Council’s consideration:

RESOLUTION NO. 2026-4

A RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF TAMAQUA, COUNTY OF
SCHUYLKILL, COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA AUTHORIZING A
CURATIVE AMENDMENT TO THE ESRP ZONING ORDINANCE

A recommendation was made to adopt the foregoing resolution. There was no one from
the floor wishing to address council about this matter. The recommendation was so ordered on
motion of Kunkel, seconded by Bowman and approved by a unanimous roll call vote.

Solicitor Odorizzi also reported that William McMullen of ARRO Consulting was
appointed as the engineer for ESRP and that he and Attorney Chris Riedlinger would handle
legal matters. Solicitor Odorizzi also stated that each municipality would be responsible to
escrow $5,000 for ESRP ordinance revisions. A recommendation was made to approve a $5,000
escrow for ESRP ordinance revisions. There was no one from the floor wishing to address
council about this matter. The recommendation was so ordered on motion of Bowman, seconded

by Haldeman, and unanimously approved.
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A recommendation was made to accept and file the various reports of the borough
officials. There was no one from the floor wishing to address council about this matter. The
recommendation was so ordered on motion of Bowman, seconded by Amentler, and
unanimously approved.

A recommendation was made to pay all properly approved bills and claims against the
borough with councilman Hollenbach abstaining from voucher V55070. There was no one from
the floor wishing to address council about this matter. The recommendation was so ordered on
motion of Bowman, seconded by Kunkel, and unanimously approved.

Under New Business, Public Works Director Stidham reported that the new dump truck
should arrive sometime in May and that the regular street sweeping schedule will begin this
week.

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at approximately 8:45 p.m.

on motion of Bowman, seconded by Oliphant, to meet again at the call of the President.

ATTEST:

Amy Macalush, Borough Secretary/Treasurer



