REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING March 17, 2026

The Tamaqua Borough Council held its second Regular Council Meeting for the month
of March on Tuesday, March 17, 2026 at 7:00 p.m. in Council Chambers at the Tamaqua
Municipal Building, 320 East Broad Street, Tamaqua, PA.

Present were Councilmembers Robert Amentler, Ronald Bowman, George Haldeman,
Jay Hollenbach, Kathy Kunkel, and Kyle Oliphant. Absent was councilmember Brian Connely.
Officials present were Mayor David Clemson, Borough Manager Kevin Steigerwalt, Public
Works Director Jay Stidham, Solicitor Anthony Odorizzi, Fire Chief James Connely and
Borough Secretary/Treasurer Amy Macalush.

The meeting was called to order by Vice President Bowman. The invocation was given
by councilwoman Kunkel followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. The roll was called with six
councilmembers present and one absent.

Vice President Bowman reported that there was an executive session held before the
meeting to discuss legal matters.

Vice President Bowman turned the meeting over to Mayor Clemson, who presented
commendation citations to Officer David Krape and volunteer firefighters Thomas Nelson and
Mark Leiby, for their efforts in saving a woman who was trapped inside a vehicle that crashed
into the Little Schuylkill River. Additionally, Officer Krape received a Lifesaving Award and
Medal of Valor.

The reading of the minutes of the Regular Council Meeting held on March 3, 2026 was
ordered suspended, and with no additions or corrections, the minutes were approved as written
on motion of Kunkel seconded by Hollenbach, and unanimously approved.

Communication was received from Steve Milkovits announcing his resignation
from the Civil Service Commission effective March 16, 2026, as he is moving out of the area. A
recommendation was made to accept the resignation of Steve Milkovits from the Civil Service
Commission. There was no one from the floor wishing to address council about this matter. The
recommendation was so ordered on motion of Hollenbach, seconded by Haldeman, and
unanimously approved.

Communication was received from Cody Houser and George Weaver of Rabbit Run Fish
& Game Commission requesting to meet with the Recreation and Youth Committee to discuss
the future of Rabbit Run and possible guidance and assistance with current challenges facing the
dam. A recommendation was made to refer the matter to the Recreation and Youth Committee.
There was no one from the floor wishing to address council about this matter. The
recommendation was so ordered on motion of Kunkel, seconded by Amentler, and unanimously
approved.

Communication was received from Beth Solt, Secretary of East End Fire Co., requesting
permission to post no parking signs on the 500 block of East Broad Street for the
afternoon/evening of Saturday, June 13, 2026 to allow ample parking for fire trucks after the
parade. The communication also requested the closure of Columbia Street from Broad Street to
East End Avenue and East End Avenue (from the rear of 609 East Broad Street to the rear of 549
East Broad Street) from Wednesday, June 10th to Sunday, June 14th, and a dump truck for the

weekend for trash removal. A recommendation was made to grant the requests. There was no
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one from the floor wishing to address council about this matter. The recommendation was so
ordered on motion of Hollenbach, seconded by Oliphant, and unanimously approved.

Communication was received from Renee Stefnic, PA MEDI Coordinator, Diakon
Community Services, requesting use of Council Chambers on Thursday, November 5, 2026,
from 9:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. to hold a counseling session for residents during the Medicare
Annual Open Enrollment, which is October 15 — December 7. A recommendation was made to
approve the request. There was no one from the floor wishing to address council about this
matter. The recommendation was so ordered on motion of Kunkel, seconded by Haldeman and
unanimously approved.

Communication was received from Debra Rogers, owner of Suits, Etc., requesting a
loading/unloading sign installed in front of her business located at 46 Mauch Chunk Street. A
recommendation was made to refer the matter to the Parking and Traffic Committee. There was
no one from the floor wishing to address council about this matter. The recommendation was so
ordered on motion of Hollenbach, seconded by Amentler and unanimously approved.

Communication was received from Mary Linkevich, President, Library Board of
Directors, requesting approval from Council for library volunteers to spray paint a patriotic
stencil on sidewalks to celebrate the 250" anniversary of America. A recommendation was
made to refer the matter to the Recreation and Youth Group. There was no one from the floor
wishing to address council about this matter. The recommendation was so ordered on motion of
Amentler, seconded by Hollenbach and unanimously approved.

Manager Steigerwalt provided an update on the new pool as follows: a pre-construction
meeting was held with the pool contractor; no start date yet for construction but everything is
coming together for the project; final completion by April of 2027; a request for a one year
extension on the grant; a request for proposal for funds to cover the cost of the extra features to
the pool; and the pool will be closed for the season.

Manager Steigerwalt also reported on the following: the police station project is coming
along; a line of credit for the police project just in case funds fall short to pay the contractor;
PennDOT plans on redoing the bridge on East Broad Street near Borough Hall in the fall;
reaching out to the County on demolitions and the Hunter Street paving project; and a birthday
bash at Mountain Valley Golf Course on June 2, 2026 to celebrate the 250™ anniversary of
America and in support of the Liberty Tree located in Tamaqua’s Liberty Tree Park.

Under the Public Safety Committee report, a recommendation was made to send Sergeant
Rodgers to Defensive Tactics Instructor Training in Harrisburg, PA on May 18-22, 2026 at a cost
of $995.00. There was no one from the floor wishing to address council about this matter. The
recommendation was so ordered on motion of Amentler, seconded by Kunkel, and unanimously
approved.

Under the Public Safety Committee report, a recommendation was made to approve a
request to send Corporal Harig to Sexual Assault Investigation Training in Reading, PA on June
4-5,2026 at a cost of $445.00. There was no one from the floor wishing to address council about
this matter. The recommendation was so ordered on motion of Amentler, seconded by

Hollenbach, and unanimously approved.
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Under the Public Safety Committee report, a recommendation was made to hire
Christopher Daynorowicz as a part-time police officer contingent on his successful completion of
police training. There was no one from the floor wishing to address council about this matter.
The recommendation was so ordered on motion of Amentler, seconded by Oliphant, and
unanimously approved.

Under the Public Safety Committee report, a recommendation was made to sell three
police department firearms with a total value of less than $2000.00. There was no one from the
floor wishing to address council about this matter. The recommendation was so ordered on
motion of Amentler, seconded by Kunkel, and unanimously approved.

Under the Public Safety Committee report, a recommendation was made to decertify the
Eligibility List prepared by the Civil Service Commission on August 25, 2025. There was no
one from the floor wishing to address council about this matter. The recommendation was so
ordered on motion of Amentler, seconded by Kunkel, and unanimously approved.

Under the Public Safety Committee report, a recommendation was made to request that
the Civil Service Commission conduct a Police Officer Exam and prepare an Eligibility List with
a minimum of three candidates. There was no one from the floor wishing to address council
about this matter. The recommendation was so ordered on motion of Amentler, seconded by
Kunkel, and unanimously approved.

Under the Public Safety Committee report, a recommendation was made to amend the
agenda to include a motion to suspend East End Fire Company from providing firefighting
services effective March 18, 2026 at 8:00 a.m. A question arose from the floor regarding the
suspension. Fire Chief Connely responded that it’s an emergency due to poor response to calls.
The recommendation was so ordered on motion of Amentler, seconded by Kunkel, and
unanimously approved.

Under the Public Safety Committee report, a recommendation was made to suspend East
End Fire Company from providing firefighting services effective March 18, 2026 at 8:00 a.m.
There was no one from the floor wishing to address council about this matter. The
recommendation was so ordered on motion of Amentler, seconded by Kunkel, and unanimously
approved.

Under the Public Safety Committee report, a recommendation was made to amend the
agenda to include a motion to authorize the solicitor to prepare an ordinance to remove East End
Fire Company as an officially recognized fire company. There was no one from the floor
wishing to address council about this matter. The recommendation was so ordered on motion of
Kunkel, seconded by Amentler, and unanimously approved.

Under the Public Safety Committee report, a recommendation was made to authorize the
solicitor to prepare an ordinance to remove East End Fire Company as an officially recognized
fire company. There was no one from the floor wishing to address council about this matter. The
recommendation was so ordered on motion of Kunkel, seconded by Amentler, and unanimously
approved.

Under the Parking & Traffic Committee report, a recommendation was made to approve

a handicapped parking space application for 321 Market Street. There was no one from the floor
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wishing to address council about this matter. The recommendation was so ordered on motion of
Haldeman, seconded by Kunkel, and unanimously approved.

Under the Parking & Traffic Committee report, a recommendation was made to install
“Autistic Child Area” signs in the 100 block of Washington Street. There was no one from the
floor wishing to address council about this matter. The recommendation was so ordered on
motion of Haldeman, seconded by Kunkel, and unanimously approved.

Mayor Clemson reported that he will attend a DCED Grant Seminar on April 10, 2026 at
Penn State Schuylkill to learn more about the grant programs and applications. Mayor Clemson
also stated that he will throw the first pitch for Tamaqua Little League on April 18™.

The meeting was opened to the floor.

Jack Sakusky of Owl Creek Road asked about the traffic study and how much it will cost.
Public Works Director Stidham stated that the study would cost the borough about $40,000.00,
which is 20% of the total cost for the study. Mr. Sakusky questioned what the study would
change, other than the traffic lights, given the amount of truck traffic that passes through and
with an active rail system. Vice President Bowman stated that adjusting the traffic lights is the
first thing to do. Councilwoman Kunkel added that PennDOT will not change timing of signals
without a traffic study.

A recommendation was made to accept and file the various reports of the borough
officials. There was no one from the floor wishing to address council about this matter. The
recommendation was so ordered on motion of Kunkel, seconded by Haldeman, and unanimously
approved.

A recommendation was made to pay all properly approved bills and claims against the
borough with councilman Hollenbach abstaining from voucher V54877, V54729 and V54730.
There was no one from the floor wishing to address council about this matter. The
recommendation was so ordered on motion of Haldeman, seconded by Amentler, and
unanimously approved.

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at approximately 7:30 p.m.

on motion of Kunkel, seconded by Amentler, to meet again at the call of the President.

ATTEST:

Amy Macalush, Borough Secretary/Treasurer



