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 The Tamaqua Borough Council held its first Regular Council Meeting for the month of 

February on Tuesday, February 17, 2026 at 7:00 p.m. in Council Chambers at the Tamaqua 

Municipal Building, 320 East Broad Street, Tamaqua, PA. 

 Present were Councilmembers Robert Amentler, Ronald Bowman, Brian Connely, 

George Haldeman, Jay Hollenbach, Kathy Kunkel, and Kyle Oliphant. Officials present were 

Mayor David Clemson, Chief of Police Michael Hobbs, Borough Manager Kevin Steigerwalt, 

Public Works Director Jay Stidham, Solicitor Anthony Odorizzi, and Borough 

Secretary/Treasurer Amy Macalush. 

 The meeting was called to order by President Connely. The invocation was given by 

President Connely followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.  The roll was called with all 

councilmembers present.  

President Connely reported that there was an executive session held before the meeting to 

discuss legal matters. 

 The reading of the minutes of the Regular Council Meeting held on January 20, 2026 was 

ordered suspended, and with no additions or corrections, the minutes were approved as written 

on motion of Bowman, seconded by Hollenbach, and unanimously approved. 

 Communication was received from Brent Confer, Tamaqua Fire Police Captain, 

requesting permission to sell tickets in the borough for their annual Duck Race on June 21, 2026.  

A recommendation was made to grant the request.  There was no one from the floor wishing to 

address council about this matter.  The recommendation was so ordered on motion of Bowman, 

seconded by Kunkel, and unanimously approved.  

Communication was received from Catrina Mehallic of the Tamaqua Salvation Army 

requesting permission to block off Oak Street from Penn Street to Race Street to allow adequate 

space for a petting zoo and Easter Egg Hunt being held at the Southward Playground on Sunday, 

March 29, 2026. A recommendation was made to grant the request. There was no one from the 

floor wishing to address council about this matter.  The recommendation was so ordered on 

motion of Bowman, seconded by Haldeman, and unanimously approved.  

Communication was received from Kathy Kunkel of the Tamaqua Civil Service 

Commission stating that the commission needs to find replacements due to the resignation of 

members George Haldeman and Kyle Oliphant and is recommending moving alternate member 

Steve Milkovits to a regular member position.  The commission is also seeking permission to 

advertise for two new alternate members.  A recommendation was made to appoint Steve 

Milkovits to a regular member position on the Civil Service Commission and to advertise for two 

new alternate members. There was no one from the floor wishing to address council about this 

matter.  The recommendation was so ordered on motion of Bowman, seconded by Haldeman, 

and unanimously approved.  

Communication was received from the Tamaqua Area Chamber of Commerce and the 

Owl Creek Reservoir Commission requesting permission to use Owl Creek Reservoir for their 

2nd Annual Tamaqua Community Day scheduled for May 30, 2026 from 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

A recommendation was made to grant the request. There was no one from the floor wishing to 

address council about this matter.  The recommendation was so ordered on motion of Kunkel, 

seconded by Bowman, and unanimously approved.  
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Communication was received from Justin Bailey of Harmony Lodge No. 86, IOOF,  

requesting assistance from the borough and police department with street closures and postings 

for the Annual Tamaqua Summer Fest being held on Sunday, June 21st from 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 

p.m. The communication also requested barricades be dropped off at various intersections and 

use of a borough dump truck and wooden stairs for trash.  It was also noted that crafters and 

vendors will be set up on West Broad Street, with attendees being able to walk down the middle 

of the street. A recommendation was made to grant the requests. There was no one from the floor 

wishing to address council about this matter.  The recommendation was so ordered on motion of 

Bowman, seconded by Haldeman, and unanimously approved.  

 Manager Steigerwalt reported that he had a cooperation agreement between Schuylkill 

County and the Borough of Tamaqua for the demolition project at 401 Willing Street.  A 

recommendation was made to approve the agreement between Schuylkill County and the 

Borough of Tamaqua for the demolition project at 401 Willing Street.  There was no one from 

the floor wishing to address council about this matter. The recommendation was so ordered on 

motion of Bowman, seconded by Kunkel and unanimously approved.  

 Manager Steigerwalt also reported on the Green Light-Go Grant pre-application scoping 

form that was recently submitted to PennDOT.  Manager Steigerwalt stated that the scoping form 

was returned with feedback by PennDOT and that additional information and changes are 

needed.  The next step would be to apply for the grant.  If the application is approved, the 

borough’s required match would be $43,000. A recommendation was made to refer the matter to 

the Parking and Traffic Committee for further consideration.  There was no one from the floor 

wishing to address council about this matter. The recommendation was so ordered on motion of 

Bowman, seconded by Kunkel and unanimously approved.  Manager Steigerwalt noted that 

applications are due by March 31st.  

 Manager Steigerwalt also reported on the following: the stormwater main project started 

and is going well; the new police station project is progressing; a letter submitted to the Tamaqua 

CRIZ Authority requesting funding, approximately $25,000, for a sidewalk project at the Liberty 

Tree Park; and revising the fee schedule. 

 Under the Public Safety Committee report, a recommendation was made to adopt a 

resolution approving the Schuylkill County Emergency Operations Plan: 

    

RESOLUTION NO. 2026-2 

A RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF 

TAMAQUA, COUNTY OF SCHUYLKILL, COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA, 

ADOPTING AN EMERGENCY OPERATIONS PLAN 

 
A recommendation was made to adopt the foregoing resolution. There was no one from 

the floor wishing to address council about this matter. The recommendation was so ordered on 

motion of Amentler, seconded by Kunkel, and approved by a unanimous roll call vote. 

   Mayor Clemson stated that he received a lot of positive feedback from residents 

regarding recent snow removal and cleanup. 

 The meeting was opened to the floor. 

 With no one wishing to address council, the meeting was closed to the floor. 
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 Solicitor Odorizzi reported he had a local limits ordinance to present for Council’s 

consideration:  

ORDINANCE NO. 754  

AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF TAMAQUA, SCHUYLKILL COUNTY, 

PENNSYLVANIA, ESTABLISHING LOCAL LIMITS FOR THE DISCHARGE OF 

POLLUTANTS FROM INDUSTRIAL USERS AND REPEALING THOSE LOCAL 

LIMITS ADOPTED BY PRIOR BOROUGH ORDINANCE 746. 

A recommendation was made to adopt the foregoing ordinance. There was no one from 

the floor wishing to address council about this matter. The recommendation was so ordered on 

motion of Bowman, seconded by Amentler, and approved by a unanimous roll call vote. 

Under the Borough Solicitor’s report, a recommendation was made to accept the transfer 

of The Land Bank properties to the Redevelopment Authority.  There was no one from the floor 

wishing to address council about this matter. The recommendation was so ordered on motion of 

Connely, seconded by Kunkel, and unanimously approved.  

 A recommendation was made to accept and file the various reports of the borough 

officials. There was no one from the floor wishing to address council about this matter. The 

recommendation was so ordered on motion of Bowman, seconded by Kunkel, and unanimously 

approved.  

 A recommendation was made to pay all properly approved bills and claims against the 

borough with councilman Hollenbach abstaining from voucher V54551. There was no one from 

the floor wishing to address council about this matter. The recommendation was so ordered on 

motion of Bowman, seconded by Haldeman, and unanimously approved. 

 Under New Business, a recommendation was made to authorize the purchase of winter 

gear with the borough logo for the street and water department employees. There was no one 

from the floor wishing to address council about this matter. The recommendation was so ordered 

on motion of Bowman, seconded by Kunkel, and unanimously approved. 

 There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at approximately 7:30 p.m. 

on motion of Bowman, seconded by Kunkel, to meet again at the call of the President. 

 

 

ATTEST: 

 

___________________________________________________ 

Amy Macalush, Borough Secretary/Treasurer 


