REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING JANUARY 20, 2026

The Tamaqua Borough Council held its second Regular Council Meeting for the month
of January on Tuesday, January 20, 2026 at 7:00 p.m. in Council Chambers at the Tamaqua
Municipal Building, 320 East Broad Street, Tamaqua, PA.

Present were Councilmembers Robert Amentler, Ronald Bowman, George Haldeman,
Kathy Kunkel, and Kyle Oliphant. Absent were councilmembers Brian Connely and Jay
Hollenbach. Officials present were Mayor David Clemson, Chief of Police Michael Hobbs,
Borough Manager Kevin Steigerwalt, Public Works Director Jay Stidham, Solicitor Anthony
Odorizzi, and Borough Secretary/Treasurer Amy Macalush.

The meeting was called to order by Vice President Bowman. The invocation was given
by councilwoman Kunkel followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. The roll was called with five
councilmembers present and two absent.

The reading of the minutes of the Regular Council Meeting held on January 5, 2026 was
ordered suspended, and with no additions or corrections, the minutes were approved as written
on motion of Kunkel, second by Amentler, and unanimously approved.

Communication was received from George Haldeman announcing his resignation from
the Civil Service Commission, as only one member of Council can serve on the commission. A
recommendation was made to accept the resignation of George Haldeman from the Civil Service
Commission. There was no one from the floor wishing to address council about this matter. The
recommendation was so ordered on motion of Amentler, seconded by Kunkel, and unanimously
approved.

Communication was received from Kyle Oliphant announcing his resignation from the
Civil Service Commission, as only one member of Council can serve on the commission. A
recommendation was made to accept the resignation of Kyle Oliphant from the Civil Service
Commission. There was no one from the floor wishing to address council about this matter. The
recommendation was so ordered on motion of Kunkel, seconded by Amentler and unanimously
approved.

Manager Steigerwalt reported that he had a resolution to accept a $60,000.00 grant from
the John E. Morgan Foundation Inc. for pool operating expenses to present for council’s
consideration:

RESOLUTION NO. 2026 - 1
RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH COUNCIL, TAMAQUA, PENNSYLVANIA
REGARDING GRANTS FROM THE JOHN E. MORGAN FOUNDATION, INC.

A recommendation was made to adopt the foregoing resolution to accept a grant from the
John E. Morgan Foundation, Inc. in the amount of $60,000 for pool operation expenses. There
was no one from the floor wishing to address council about this matter. The recommendation
was so ordered on motion of Kunkel, seconded by Amentler, and approved by a unanimous roll
call vote.

Manager Steigerwalt also reported on the following: a notice of award for pool
construction; the new police station project is progressing; the sewer plant upgrade project is
ongoing; and an upcoming meeting with PennDOT and Benesch regarding the Riverwalk

project.
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Manager Steigerwalt also reminded residents to clear a 3-foot wide path free of snow and
ice on their sidewalks and to clear snow and ice from fire hydrants and storm drains. Manager
Steigerwalt noted that Code Enforcement is checking properties and issuing citations.

Under the Borough Managers Report, Public Works Director Stidham reported that the
East Rowe Street stormwater main project is scheduled to start within the next two weeks and
may cause traffic disruption in areas.

Under the Public Safety Committee report, a recommendation was made to approve a
request to send Sergeant Thomas Rodgers to Police Executive Training in Allentown, PA from
March 16 — 27,2026 at a cost of $1,359.00. There was no one from the floor wishing to address
council about this matter. The recommendation was so ordered on motion of Amentler, seconded
by Kunkel, and unanimously approved.

Under the Public Safety Committee report, a recommendation was made to approve a
request to send Officer Michael Hrebik to the Pennsylvania Narcotics Officers’ Association
Conference in Harrisburg, PA from March 25 — 27, 2026 at a cost of $150.00. There was no one
from the floor wishing to address council about this matter. The recommendation was so ordered
on motion of Amentler, seconded by Oliphant, and unanimously approved.

Under the Parking and Traffic Committee Report, a recommendation was made to
approve a handicapped parking space application for 733 East Broad Street. There was no one
from the floor wishing to address council about this matter. The recommendation was so ordered
on motion of Kunkel, seconded by Amentler, and unanimously approved.

Under the Parking and Traffic Committee Report, a recommendation was made to
approve a handicapped parking space application for 316 North Columbia Street. There was no
one from the floor wishing to address council about this matter. The recommendation was so
ordered on motion of Kunkel, seconded by Haldeman, and unanimously approved.

Under the Finance, Wage and Salary Committee Report, a recommendation was made to
retain Susan Coombe as a full-time Assistant Borough Secretary/Treasurer effective January 21,
2026. There was no one from the floor wishing to address council about this matter. The
recommendation was so ordered on motion of Haldeman, seconded by Kunkel, and unanimously
approved.

Under the Finance, Wage and Salary Committee Report, a recommendation was made to
retain Damien Flexer as a full-time Wastewater Treatment Plant Operator effective February 9,
2026. There was no one from the floor wishing to address council about this matter. The
recommendation was so ordered on motion of Haldeman, second by Kunkel, and unanimously
approved.

Under the Neighborhoods, Downtown and Historic District Committee Report, a
recommendation was made to issue a Certificate of Appropriateness for new signs at 12-14
Mauch Chunk Street. There was no one from the floor wishing to address council about this
matter. The recommendation was so ordered on motion of Oliphant, seconded by Kunkel, and
unanimously approved.

Under the Neighborhoods, Downtown and Historic District Committee Report, a
recommendation was made to issue a Certificate of Appropriateness for new windows, doors,

trim and signs at 18 Mauch Chunk Street. There was no one from the floor wishing to address
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council about this matter. The recommendation was so ordered on motion of Oliphant, seconded
by Kunkel, and unanimously approved.

Under the Neighborhoods, Downtown and Historic District Committee Report, a
recommendation was made to issue a Certificate of Appropriateness for new signs and barber
pole at 251 West Broad Street. There was no one from the floor wishing to address council about
this matter. The recommendation was so ordered on motion of Oliphant, seconded by Kunkel,
and unanimously approved.

Under the Neighborhoods, Downtown and Historic District Committee Report, a
recommendation was made to issue a Certificate of Appropriateness for a new sign at 242 East
Broad Street. There was no one from the floor wishing to address council about this matter. The
recommendation was so ordered on motion of Oliphant, seconded by Kunkel, and unanimously
approved.

Under the Neighborhoods, Downtown and Historic District Committee Report, a
recommendation was made to issue a Certificate of Appropriateness for new handrails at 132
East Broad Street. There was no one from the floor wishing to address council about this matter.
The recommendation was so ordered on motion of Oliphant, seconded by Kunkel, and
unanimously approved.

Mayor Clemson warned residents that cars parked in front of fire hydrants will be
ticketed. Blocking access to fire hydrants presents a big safety issue.

The meeting was opened to the floor.

With no one wishing to address council, the meeting was closed to the floor.

Under the Borough Solicitor’s Report, a recommendation was made to authorize the
Borough Solicitor to advertise a proposed Local Limits Sewer Ordinance. There was no one
from the floor wishing to address council about this matter. The recommendation was so ordered
on motion of Kunkel, seconded by Amentler, and unanimously approved.

A recommendation was made to accept and file the various reports of the borough
officials. There was no one from the floor wishing to address council about this matter. The
recommendation was so ordered on motion of Kunkel, seconded by Amentler, and unanimously
approved.

A recommendation was made to pay all properly approved bills and claims against the
borough. There was no one from the floor wishing to address council about this matter. The
recommendation was so ordered on motion of Kunkel, seconded by Haldeman, and unanimously
approved.

Under New Business, Councilman Haldeman stated that there are vacancies on the Civil
Service Commission.

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at approximately 7:25 p.m.

on motion of Amentler, seconded by Haldeman, to meet again at the call of the President.



REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING JANUARY 20, 2026

ATTEST:

Amy Macalush, Borough Secretary/Treasurer



